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A Converted — 
Intidel’s Preaching 


By the late Evangelist R. A. Torrey [/ 


“And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, 
that he is the Son of God.”—Acts 9:20. 


You will find the text in Acts 
9:20: “And straightway he 
preached Christ in the synagogues, 
that he is the Son of God.” The 
American Standard Version is 
even more suggestive, “And 
straightway in the synagogues he 
proclaimed Jesus, that he is the 
Son of God.” 

There was perhaps never a more 
amazed audience than that one 
which heard Saul of Tarsus preach 
his first sermon in Damascus. Saul 
was known far and wide as a 
hater of Jesus Christ and as a 
persecuter of Christians. He had 
come to Damascus for the express 
purpose of laying waste the 
church, arresting all believers in 
Jesus Christ, and dragging them 
to Jerusalem for punishment and 
death. 

There is not on earth today, 
and has not been for centuries, so 
bitter an infidel as Saul of Tar- 
sus; and yet on his first public 
appearance in Damascus, this 
same Saul of Tarsus preaches a 
sermon of tremendous power, de- 
claring and proving that Jesus is 
the Son of God. 

Will you please look at two 
things tonight, and if you will 
look at them earnestly and hon- 
estly, it will result in some of 
you being converted tonight. The 
first thing I wish you to look at 
is the preacher in the next text; the 
second thing I wish you to look 
at is the preacher’s message. 


|. The Preacher 


Look first at the preacher. The 
preacher was Saul of Tarsus. AS 
you look at him, I wish to sub- 
mit three good reasons why this 
particular preachers message 
should command attention, and 
should be accepted. Taken togeth- 
er, these three reasons prove that 
the message is beyond an honest 
question true, 


1. He Had Hated Jesus 


The first reason why this 
preacher’s message should com- 
mand attention and should be ac- 
cepted is that he had been a hater 
of the Jesus whom he now pro- 
claimed. 

Saul had not been brought up 
to believe that Jesus was the Son 
of God and therefore he did not 
keep on preaching it because it 
was what he had been taught to 
believe from childhood. There are 
many who say of our modern 
preachers, “Oh, he believes that 
and preaches that just because it 
is what his parents and early 
teachers taught him to believe.” 
But no such charge can be brought 
against Saul of Tarsus. 

The doctrine that Jesus was the 
Son of God was not something 
Saul had taken up without any 
due thought, not something that 
he had inherited from his parents 
and early teachers. Saul had op- 
posed this doctrine with all the 
vigour of an intense soul; he had 
gone up and down the streets of 
the city of Jerusalem, in and out 
of the houses, arresting men, wom- 
en and children for no other rea- 
son than that they believed that 
Jesus was the Son of God and con- 
fessed their faith in Him as such. 
He had attended their trials and 
voted for their death. Nothing 
seemed to cause him greater joy 
than the violent death of some 
Christian, He had had a part in 
the murder of the first Christian 
martyr, Stephen, 


Not only so, but when he had 
exhausted all his opportunities of 
manifesting in violent ways his 
hatred of Christians in Jerusalem, 
his hatred of Christ and Christian- 
ity was not satisfied, and he had 
sought and obtained authority to 
go to Damascus to carry out a 
similar work of opposition and de- 
struction there. 


Now when a man like that turns 
completely around and says, “I 
was wrong, I was utterly wrong, 
I was awfully wrong, in my denial 
that Jesus was the Son of God,”’ 
then we ought to give his change 
of opinion careful attention; he 

(Continued on page 4) 


Dr. R. A. Torrey 


The Sin of 


Formalism 


A radio message by Evangelist John R. Rice 


I bring a message today on formalism, the unscriptural 
formalism in the churches today. ” 

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted 
the weighter matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: 
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other un- 
done.. Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow 
a camel. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, 
but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind 
Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and plat- 
ter, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited 
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even 
so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within 
ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.’—Matt. 23 :23-28. 


Now the Pharisees were strongr 
on formalism, and they were very 
strict. Paul said of himself that 
he had been according to _ the 
strictest sect a Pharisee, He was 
strong on tithing, and _ they 
brought mint and anise and cum- 
min, a tithe of the little garden 
spices even, and every detail of 
washing of potS and cups and 
their hands, etc, yet  neg- 
lected the weightier matters. They 
were hypocrites, as the Lord said 
eight times in the 23rd chapter, 


atonement, virgin birth, the bodi- 
ly resurrection of Christ, New 
Testament soul winning, etc. Then 
we say, “Opposes Modernism, 
SWORD OF THE which I 


LORD. of 


like. it opposes modernism, 


den 


Bible is against all three alike. 
Strangely enough, on this mat- 
ter of formalism there is less plain 


Worldliness and Formalism.” THE 


am the editor, opposes formalism 
like 
it opposes worldliness, because the 
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teaching than on nearly any other 
sin, though it is one of the most 
prevalent sins. 


The Sin of “Formal Worship 
Services,” Is Widespread 
By way of introduction, notice 

that formalism is the enemy of 

New Testament Christianity be- 

cause it takes the place of New 

Testament Christianity. And let 

us talk particularly about the 

morning worship service. 

The morning worship service is 
|an almost universal sin of back- 
| slidden churches. Strange, but up 
| and down this country they try to 
have a different service on Sun- 


| day morning than Sunday evening 


| or the prayer meeting time be- 
| cause they say Sunday morning 

is a “morning worship service.” 
| they may sometimes even say 


they want evangelism on Sunday 


evening, but Sunday morning they 
come to “worship.” So we have @ 
so-called morning worship service, 

Back in the old days, D. kL 
Moody said that one might well 
preach to the Christians in the 
|/morning and teach the Word of 
| (Continued on page 7) 


because they appeared outwardly 
righteous to me, but within were 
full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 
Now formalism is a very serious 
sin. On the front page of ‘THE 
SwoOrRD OF THE LoRD for more than 
twenty-five years, we have had 
a statement of faith that we be- 
lieve in the verbal inspiration of 
the Byhle, deity of Christ, blood- 


Super, the 


Life. .. . A 155 Pound Gian 
panionship and Adventures 


MAN SENI 


A Biography of Dr. John R. Rice 


By Evangelist Robert L. Sumner, Contributing Editor 


Chapter 7 Continued 


Revivals, Radio Preaching, Lodge Experience 


In addition to these independent, 
city-wide campaigns, Evangelist 
John R. Rice held numerous meet- 
ings in local churches, with many 
unusual incidents and remarkable 
results. For -example, he says in 
one of his books: 


In 1931 I went for a series 
of revival services with the First 
Baptist Church of Peacock, a 
little town in north west Texas. 
That mid-west Texas town was 
in the clutches of a terrible 
drought. It had not rained for 
months. Crops were utterly 
ruined. Even normally it was 
too dry to raise corn, but in that 
particular year even drought- 
resistant crops, such as milo 
maize and cane,’ were blighted 
and their tops were all sere, 
brown and dead. Water holes 
were dried up. The pastures 
were in some places almost as 
barren as a floor. Frequently 
as one drove down the lane, he 
would smell dead cattle, starved 
to death. Some farms were de- 
serted and people had traveled 
far to get work and earn a little 
income to live on, 


FROM GOD 


As we went into the revival 
services, my heart got more and 
more burdened about the bar- 
ren country. I felt that God 
wanted to show His power. So 
I promised God that just as 
soon as the Christian people be- 
gan to be aroused and con- 
cerned over their sins and over 
their lost loved ones, I would 
call a meeting of confession and 
prayer begging God to send a 
rain, as well as a revival. 

God’s Holy Spirit took hold of 
the people; they began to have 
broken hearts, to seek God and 
to want souls saved. I took 
courage and called a meeting 
for prayer, telling the people I 
felt definitely led to pray for a 
rain. I felt that the Holy Spirit 
had put the matter in my heart. 
Many agreed to pray with me. 
We publicly asked God to send 
a great rain and to send it 
within twenty-four hours. I an- 
nounced to the public that we 
would expect a rain in twenty- 
four hours and that if. it came 


(Continued on page 8) 


New York, I mentioned one night 
that I was on the lookout for a 
large dog that I could leave with 
my family while I was gone. While 
we had been going to school in 
Chicago we had no place for a 
dog but now that we lived in 
Wheaton and had a large back 
yard, I was anxious to get a dog. 
Near the close of the campaign 
a deacon of the church came 
around to my apartment and told 
me he wanted to take me for a 
ride. I went with him and we 
drove out to a home where they 
raised Great Dane puppies. I had 
said I would like to have a big 
dog—but this was surely overdo- 
ing it! Nevertheless, I was thrilled 
and delighted. We had never 
owned a Great Dane dog and the 
idea sure did strike my fancy. 


The large mother dog was 
brindle and all of her puppies 
were brindle, too. The deacon told 
me that he wanted to give mea 


Super Playing “Horsie” With Pete, Bill 3rd, 


During a tent revival in Endicott, ;_ 


Great Dane 


The Story of One of the Three Outstanding Dogs of My 


t Whose Love, Devotion, Com- 
Added to the Joy of Living 


By Evangelist Bill Rice 
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dog for my love offering and that 
he had obtained permission to buy 
the pick of the litter. Now it 
was up to me which one |] 
should choose. 

As I remember there were eight 
or nine of them and I examined 
everyone of them carefully. I 
watched them to see which one 
would be the most aggressive. AS 
I stepped into the kennel and held 
out my hand I was interested in 
knowing which one would be the 
friendliest, which one would be 
afraid of me. When I had finally 
narrowed the selection to two I 
studied each one’s face for a long 
time. After all, it is the face of a 
dog you look at the most and 
I have always been a great hand 
to study the face of a dog when 
making a_ selection. 

I finally decided on the puppy that 
happened to be the very largest 
one of the bunch, and made ar- 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Friday, January 20, 196] 


Editor in India 


(Written December 31) 


About 5:30 a. m., Friday, De- 
cember 30, I arrived at Bombay, 
after some twenty-six hours of 
travel by air. I left Chicago at 
4:00 p. m., Wednesday, and the 
11% hours difference in time be- 
tween Chicago and Bombay made 
my arrival not 6:00 p. m. Thurs- 
Gay, but 5:30 a. m. the next morn- 
ing. 

When I left home I had the flu 
—had it painfully all the journey. 
I kept taking medicine prescribed 
by a Wheaton physician and 
Super-Anahist and Alka-Seltzer 
besides. At New York, London, 
and Beirut (Lebanon) I ehanged 
planes and arrived on schedule, ap- 
proximately, at Bombay. 


During the flight it seemed Sa- 
tan was against the trip. First, my 
Suitcase, checked at Chicago to 
Bombay, was left at New York. 
It has not yet come. I have one 
extra shirt, no other clean clothes, 
no pajamas. I hope the suitcase 
will arrive today, Saturday, and 
be sent on to me at Madras. 

Then I was more sick than I 
cared to admit. Two lovely meals 
I missed entirely except for the 
soup and juice. I then had a bit 
of filet mignon steak which I en- 
joyed, then missed another meal. 
I dozed all I could. The planes 
Were crowded; not much room to 
lean back. It seemed strange, at 
each change of planes, that I 
plodded behind everyone else, and 
to carry my heavy brief case was 
burdensome. The answering of 
questions, filling out of forms was 
a nuisance, but I made it through. 


A Day in Bed Made Big 
Difference 

At Bombay I was at once in 
the hands of friends. Big Jake 
Johnson, missionary, took over, 
and talked for me, helped fill 
out forms, reported the Suitcase 
lost en route, etc. 


I was taken to the home of a 


Mr. Thomas, shipyard manager, 
and lay-preacher. There I had 
breakfast of oatmeal, eggs, and 


tea—couldn’t eat the nice ham, 
but felt better for some food. Than 
a bath and to bed! I slept covered 
with a heavy quilt all day, fever- 
ish, then cold, I slept on through 
lunch hour, got up at 6:00 p. m. 
with fever gone. I had a little 
dinner (served me as they had 
“tea’’). Then to a committee meet- 
ing for an hour, then back to the 
Thomas home for dinner about 
8:30. Again I ate a little. 


I met the Rains at the Thomas 
home, and Miss Liddel, missionar- 
ies—other missionaries at the 
committee meeting. Miss Patricia 
©’Halloran, college student, pre- 
sided at the table for the elderly 
Mr. Fhomas, washed and ironed 
my shirt, helped otherwise. 


Last night I slept nearly all 
night, awoke happy and without 


pain or fever. Now nearer normal; 


hope to be completely well by 
nightfall. Had a good breakfast, 
then lunch on the plane. 


I am now on flight some eight 
hundred miles to Madras, where 
I was to have begun speaking last 
Wednesday had not the delayed 
visa prevented. Yesterday’ the 
flight was full, so God arranged 
(praise His name!) that I could 
have a day in bed. Will speak at 
Jehovah-Shammah, the congrega- 
tion of Bakht Singh, famed evan- 
gelist, through next Wednesday, 
I think, then back to Bombay for 
a conference on soul winning and 
then two weeks of revival. 


Impressions of Bombay 

Bombay has 4% million people, 
a million more than Chicago, I am 
told. The Indians are a combina- 
tion of several races, several lan- 
guages. By a mistake, early ex- 
plorers who came from Europe to 
America thought they had come 
to India, and so called the inhabi- 
tants “Indians” or natives of In- 
dia. The mistaken name stuck, but 
American Indians are not real Jn- 
dians! These inhabitants of India 
are the true Indians. 

Many Indians are very small. I 
see many Indian men who are not 
five feet tall and weigh not more 


than ninety or one hundred 
pounds. 

The Indians are a _ courteous, 
hospitable people. Dress varies 
from purest native, with turban, 


robe and sandals for men, or sari 
(a wrap-around modest garment) 
for women, to the regular western 
clothes we are accustomed to in 
America. 

However, Bombay is not nearly 
so westernized as Tokyo, nor is 
India nearly as advanced in educa- 
tion and economy as is Japan. 
Bullock carts are much more in 
evidence in downtown Bombay 
than are trucks. There are two- 
story trams (streetcars), two- 
story buses, small English cars. 
Men push heavy carts; some wom- 
en carry loads on their heads. 

Most men and women are bare- 
headed. Better dressed people 
wear shoes, many wear sandals, no 
socks, some go barefooted. Work- 
ing men may have a long cloth 
looped around one leg, and the 
other leg bare. Now fashions 
among women (like our hostess on 
this plane) is to have mid-back 
bare, sari and vest covering rest 
of body from neck to ankles, 

The weather is mild. Bombay is 
about as far south as Mexico City 
and Honolulu. Houses have no 
heat. Every room in nice homes 


‘seems to have a ceiling fan. My 
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By Jessie Rice Sandberg 


An Open Letter to Ann 


Dearest Ann: 

I just received the newspaper 
clipping which said that your little 
Jeanne Ann, so joyfully expected, 
died at birth. My heart has been 
especially heavy since I remem- 
bered that the doctor had said 
this must be your last baby. 


The temptation is for me to say, 
“I know how you feel because of 
the baby we lost Oat. a 
reality that is slim comfort. No 
one can completely fathom the 
depth of another’s sorrow and loss 
because there is no yardstick to 
measure grief. Still, there is that 
precious promise from the God of 
all comfort, “Who comforteth us 
in all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble, by the .comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are com- 
forted of God” (II Cor. 1:4). So, 
whether or not my experience is 
exactly the same as yours, we still 
have the same Lord, and so I can 
promise you, there IS comfort 
for sorrow. 

I suppose one of the greatest 
blessings of losing a loved one is 
that Heaven is never again quite 


so far away nor is earth ever 
again quite so sweet. The more 
treasure we have on the other 


side, the more eagerly we can look 
for the dear Saviour’s coming. 
Our houses and possessions, our 
daily preoccupation with “getting 
ahead,” our frustrations and wor- 
riés all seem to become less im- 
portant than they did before. And 
you have already found, I know, 
that the Word of God is more 
precious than you have ever 
known it could possibly be. I re- 
member how sweet the Bible was 
to me as I read it through that 
first long night after our baby 
died. Now, in any time of doubt- 
ing or distress I have only to go 
through those same _ tear-stained 
pages to be reminded again that 
God is still the “Father of mercies 
. the God of all comfort.” 


Isn't it a blessed thing to realize 


heavy overcoat which I so sorely 
needed for my trip (with the flu) 
is not needed here, probably will 
not be needed. I have rubbers— 
not likely to need them. 


Now we approach Madras, 
further south qn the southeast 
shore, I believe. The plane is the 
English built Viscount, four-engine 
turbo jet, in use by Capital Air- 
lines in America and the Trans- 
Canada lines. 


The Soirit Is Moving 

Thank God for evidence that 
God’s Spirit is moving on His 
people! Word comes of a great 
turning of God’s people from sin 
in Jehovah-Shammah congregation 
where I am now going. The man 
God has used there will interpret 
for me. 


Last night at the committee 
meeting the dear Lord was very 
near, seemed to help me speak. 
Tears were very near. Today I 
could read long chapters of the 
Bible with interest and blessing 
and am able to pray intelligently. 
For two days I could only quote 
to myself familiar Scriptures with 
any enjoyment, and could not col- 
lect my wits enough to concen- 
trate on what I read. God is good! 
I could pray, “Lord, don’t let Sa- 
tan get away with this,” and did 
so pray. And I feel that when we 
know it all, we will find God was 
allowing temptation and trial for 
a blessed reason. Surely He in- 
tends to bless us here! Paul wrote 
ahead to Rome, ‘And I am sure 
that, when I come unto you, I 
shall come in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ” 
(Rom. 15:29). I so believe and 
claim. 


Please pray for the editor now 


that the Lord KNEW He could 
trust you with trouble? Not ev- 
eryone has a chance to “taste and 
see how gracious the Lord is,” nor 
could the Lord count on just any- 
one to bring glory to His own 
name in any time of testing. I 
know you can take this as a 
precious privilege given in mercy, 
and you will be amazed at the 
opportunities the Lord will give to 
use this experience to be a great 
blessing to others. 


Several years ago, a friend of 
ours (a consecrated and busy 
young assistant pastor) was killed 
in a tragic highway accident when 
his baby boy was only three weeks 
old. Afterwards, when I went to 
visit his wife, she told me with a 
glowing face how wonderfully the 
Lord had used her husband’s death 
in telling others about the good- 
ness of the Lord. There was no 
questioning, “Is God fair?’’—only 


that calm assurance that His way 


was best. I left with the feeling 
that I was the one being comfort- 
ed and reassured. Since then I 
have found that the promise, “As 
thy day, so shall thy strength be,”’ 
really is true for the Christian. 
The doubting and disailusionments 
about the goodness of God usually 
come from people on the outside 
looking in—not from the one who 
suffers the loss. There is a certain 
sacred fellowship with the dear 
Saviour which is to be found only 
in sorrow—a thing which the 
world cannot possibly comprehend. 


I wish we were there with you 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


in India. 
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EVANGELIST GLEN SCHUNK 
of 10 Blythewood Drive, Green- 
ville, South Carolina, held a two- 
week meeting in November at the 
Edgewood Baptist Church of Dan- 
ville, Illinois. Rev. Garth Sibert, 
pastor, reports 35 recorded de- 
cisions for salvation and over 50 
decisions by Christians for soul 
winning, Christian living and other 
matters. He further says, “Mr. 
Schunk strengthens the church and 
makes the message of the Gospel 
so simple that anyone can under- 
stand it. We have him scheduled 
again for June of 1964’. 


Brother Schunk was also at the 
Grace Baptist Church in Mahomet. 
Illinois, where Rev. Richard Rice 
is pastor. During the eight days 
there were 36 saved and over 60 
Christians coming for rededica- 
tion. This was his third meeting 
in this church and was the best 
one, with the best crowds. 


He was at the Terre Haute 
Bible Center from December 11- 
18. There were 18 saved, and a 
real revival spread through the 
church, with 104 Christians com- 
ing to rededicate their lives. 

a * ae 


EVANGELIST DEL FEHSEN- 
FELD of 6427 Wyandotte, Kansas 
City, Missouri, recently held a re- 
vival in the New Testament Bap- 
tist Church of Cahokia, Illinois. 
The pastor, Rev. John Taylor, re- 
ports 20 first-time decisions for 
salvation and 3 additions to the 
church by letter. Three church 
members were saved during the 
week. The pastor heartily recom- 
mends Brother Del as one who 
preaches the Word without com- 
promise and who blesses and chal- 
lenges the Christian people. 

* * %* 


EVANGELIST DON CHENO- 
WETH of P.O. Box 2, Tampa, 
Florida, recently concluded a re- 
vival with Cleveland Baptist 
Temple where Rev. Roy Thompson 
is pastor. There were 13 coming 
forward by profession or for mem- 
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and Lee right now, but I know you you 
have many who love you and will 
be helping you. Do take the time 
to rest until you get your physical 
strength back. This will be a good 
time for your beautiful Becky and 
sweet Sharon to take over and 
learn to be “mamma.” 


Sandy sends his love too. He is, 
in fact, sitting at the piano right 
now playing “God's Wondrous 
Grace.” Remember how many 
times we sang it together and al. 
ways got goosebumps when we 
came to that beautiful part: 
oy For Jesus came to set my 
" troubled spirit free— 
Eternally Ill sing God’s wondrous 

grace!” 


May this be true of you today. 

I'm enclosing a poem by Paul 
Pastnor which really sums up all 
I've been trying to say. I pray 
it may be the blessing to you it 
has been to me: 


Lean Hard 


“Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee’— 
Ps. 55:22. 


Child of My love, lean hard, 
And let Me feel the pressure of 


thy care; 
I know thy burden, child, I shaped 
it; 


Poised it in Mine own hand; made 

no proportion 

its weight to thine unaided 

strength, 

For even as I laid it on, I said, 

“T shall be near, and while she 
leans on Me, 

This burden shall be Mine, 
hers: 


In 


not 


So shall I keep My child within 
the circling arms 


Of My own love.” Here lay it 
down, nor fear 

To impose it on a shoulder which 
upholds 

The government of worlds. Yet 
closer come; 


Thou art not near enough. I would 
embrace thy care; 

So I might feel My child reposing 
on My breast, 

Thou lovest Me? I knew it. Doubf 
not then: 

But loving Me, lean hard. 


Much love, 
Jessie 
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THE VOICE OF REVIVAL is reaching thou- 
sands with the Gospel each week. Pray, 
listen and support this broadcast. 
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bership. In the closing Sunday 
morning service there were sever- 
al young couples who came for- 
ward to accept Christ, under deep 
conviction and weeping aloud, 


Brother Chenoweth also just 
completed his third crusade with 
the Calvary Baptist Church of St. 
Augustine, Florida, where Rev. A. 
Silverio is pastor: In the one 
week meeting there were 21 pro- 
fessions of faith and 23 additions 
to the church, 


* * * 


EVANGELIST TOM FAIR of 
3431 S. E. 36th Avenue, Portland 
2, Oregon, held a revival Novem- 
ber 13-27 in the First Baptist 
Church, Lebanon, Oregon. Rev. 
Herbert E. Anderson, pastor, re- 
ports. a blessed revival with 46 
conversions and over 100 decisions 
among Christians. 

+ ok * 


REV. CALVIN RUMLEY of 
Linton, Indiana, held a _ revival 
November 27 to December 8 in the 
Wells Bridge Baptist Church, 
Wells Bridge, New York. The pas- 
tor, Rev. Robert W. Wesley, re- 


| ports 5 conversions and 11 Tre. 


dedications. There were also 6 
who came to openly confess the 
Lord for the first time. 

* * 


EVANGELIST LLOYD RK. 
SMITH of 3313 East 7th Street, 
Des Moines, Iowa, reports the fol- 
lowing meetings. November 5-25, 
meetings were held in Grace Bap- 
tist Church, Cherokee, Iowa, 
where Rev. Robert Lane is pastor, 
There were 48 first-time decisions 
for Christ besides many family 
altars established. 


November 27 through December 
18 Brother Smith was in meetings 
in Cumberland and Massena Bap- 
tist churches in Iowa. Rev. Ed 
Woltzen is pastor of both church- 
es. There were 22 conversions be- 
sides many rededications and 


young people offering their lives 
for service. 7 
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By 
Evangelist Robert L. Sumner, 
Contributing Editor 


Movieland Low-Life 


Last month in London, screen 
star Vivien Leigh was granted a 
divorce from film hero Sir Lau- 
rence Olivier. The whole proceed- 
ing was rather “messy,” to say 
the least. Miss Leigh charged Sir 
Laurence with committing adult- 
ery with actress Joan Plowright. 
It was not denied. 


However, while on the stand in 
court, the not-so-puritanical Miss 
Leigh admitted that she herself 
had committed adultery with two 
different men on two different 
continents while married to Oliv- 
ier, Her attorney argued that 
since “reconciliations” took place 
with Olivier after her adulteries, 
they “constituted a condoning of 
her acts by her husband.” 


But that was not all! It seems 
that Miss Plowright had a hus- 
band by the name of Roger Gage. 
He obtained a divorce from her 
at the same time on the ground of 
her adultery with Olivier. Not to 
be outdone, however, Roger con- 
fessed that he had committed 
adultery in Helsinki, Finland, in 
1957, while married to Joan! 


The worst part of the whole 
sordid story was not the multi- 
fold adultery—terrible and vile as 
it is in the sight of God and all 
decent people. The depth of de- 
pravity manifested by these 
“stars’’ was evidenced by the fact 
that they were unashamed—seem- 
ingly even boastful—of their ac- 
tions! 

Other heroes and heroines from 
the land of make-believe seem to 
delight in the same style of de- 
pravity. Debra Paget walked out 
on her second husband after just 
nineteen days of marriage. She 
divorced her first husband, inci- 
dentally, after just two months of 
wedded life. 


Screen hero Cameron Mitchell 
Was divorced by his wife Johanna 
when she testified in court that 
he had deserted her and their four 
children by moving “out of the 
family home and into an apart- 
ment across the street with an- 
other woman.” 

Film producer Leland Haywerd 
divorced his wife Nancy after a 
marriage of eleven years and, 
within hours, married the former 
wife of Randolph Churchill at 
Carson City, Nevada. 
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Y f, 
Bud Lyles 


Happy New Year to you and 
Happy Birthday to us. With this 
issue we begin our second year 
of.the Record Review column. We 
had the thought that some of our 
readers might be interested in 
knowing more about the artists 
whose records are reviewed here 
from time to time. Note the per- 
sonal interview below. Write and 
tell us how you like the idea. 

A letter came last month asking 
where recordings of the Johnson 
Family Singers cou'd be obtained. 
If any readers know, please drop 
us a card or letter so that we can 
pass along the information. Write 
to Records—Box 420—-Wheaton, 
Hlinois. 

* * * 

Don Wyrtzen is the talented son 
of the widely-known Director of 
Word of Life, Mr. Jack Wyrtzen. 
Young Wyrtzen has had vast ex- 
perience as accompanist for the 
many artists who have appeared 
on the program at the Word of 
Life rallies and camps. He and 
violinist Stephen Clapp toured for 
ten weeks in Latin America. They 


OP ra re 


Perhaps the cause of the low 
actions can be seen from the low 
standards of the stars. Waher 
Winchell described the “marriage 
terms” of screen hero Marlon 
Brando, during his “strange mar- 
riage with Anna Kashfi,” as being: 
“If I go out, that’s fine, and when 
I come back I want you to be 
there.” The trouble with Holly- 
wood husbands reasoning thus 


‘seems to be that movieland wives 


apparently have the same “terms” 
for their mates, too! 

Racial intermarriage is anoth- 
er evidence of the low moral tone 
of movie stars. Recently, Holly- 
woodite Sammy Davis, Jr., a 
Negro entertainer, married white 
actress May Britt. A baby is now 
on the way. Prior to that union, 
actress Eartha Kitt, a Negress, 
married white Bill McDonald. Ex- 
plained Eartha: “Some _ people 
aren't going to like the idea of a 
Negress marrying a white. But the 
world I live in is show business 
and the racial problem is not so 
great there.” 

Erskine Johnson, a movieland 
columnist and a friend of the in- 
dustry, described movie morals in 
an article recently. Said he: 


The private morals and de- 
portment of Hollywood are none 
of my business. The face Holly- 
wood shows to the public is 
and it has been, so dirt-smudged 
lately it’s time someone blew the 
whistle before the name of Jack 
Benny goes down in history as 
the one who fiddled while Holly- 
wood burned. 

“Those '-Roman-style orgies 
may be with us sooner than we 
think. 

“The other night, at a Holly- 
wood charity function,~a num- 
ber of stars attempted to be 
humorous entertainers with 
words and lines right out of the 
gutter. There were jokes, before 
a mixed audience, about men’s 
rooms, religion, homosexuality, 
juvenile delinquency, sex, and 
jokes with a racial kicker. 

“It wasn’t a bit funny .... 

“In trying to amuse each oth- 
er, it almost seemed as though 
everyone was seeking a shock- 
er to top that four-letter word 
an actress used several months 
ago in responding to an intro- 


duction at a formal industry 
banquet.” 
Johnson said the guilty ones 


were unrepentant, even declaring 
that they were “not a bit sorry 
the morning after.” The charity 
function at which the happenings 
took place was for mental health, 
and Johnson well remarked that 
“the way things turned out, the 
mental illness of some of the star 
entertainers, not the charity, got 


performed in concerts, on radio 
and TV. In his new album, Don 
Wyrtzen shows dexterity, warmth 
of feeling and professional mast- 
ery. There are twelve bands 

six on each side. Selections in- 
clude: Abide With Me, Wonderful 
Peace, Great Is Thy Faithfulness, 
and Sunrise, Title of the album is: 


Jesus Gives Me A SonGcG. WORD 
W-3138-LP. 
Many of our readers are ac- 


quainted with the musical minis- 
try of Mr. Herman Voss. In con- 
nection with the recording re- 
viewed below we called Mr. Voss 
and the conversation went as fol- 
lows: 


Lyles: “We would like to know 
where you make your home.” 
Voss: “I live in the Hyde Park 

section of Chicago.” 

B. L.: “Are you married?” 

Voss: “No, I am not.” 

B. L.: “Tell us about your church 
affiliation.” 

Voss: “I am serving as organist at 
the First Nazarene Church in 
Chicago, and of course I attend 
there.”’ 

B. L.: “Do you have other em- 
ployment?” 


Voss: “Yes, I am the Music Edi- 
tor for Singtime Pubhshing 
Company.” 


B. L.: “You were associated with 
radio station WMBI at one 
time, weren't you?” 

Voss: “I was staff organist and 
pianist there and taught classes 
in Moody Institute as well as at 
Cosmopolitan School of Music. 
Then for a time I was Music 
Editor with Singspiration and 
edited many of their popular 


songbooks.” 


all the publicity.” He appropriate- 
ly suggested that the “next charity 
fund-raismg might well be given 
to benefit the mental health of 
certain Hollywood stars.” 


Movies are worse than ever! 
So, apparently, are the movieland 
morals of the movie makers! 

* a * 

According to the National Coun- 
cil on Alcoholism, John Barley- 
corn is currently producing 200,000 
brand new.alcoholics in our na- 
tion every year. No other country 
in the world has as much alcohol- 
ism as the United States of Ameri- 
ca. Remember, “The wicked shall 
be turned into hell, and all the na- 
tions that forget God” (Ps. 9:17). 

Ox *K 4 


It PAYS to Go to Church! 

Could you visualize walking into 
a church and sitting down in a 
pew, then having the ushers pass 
offering plates heaped over with 
$5 bills while the minister urged 
from the pulpit that you help 
yourself? That happened two Sun- 
days in a row last month down in 
the Lone Star State. (Where but 
Texas would you expect to get $5 
bills for going to church?) 

It seems that someone gave the 
Protestant chaplain at the Perrin 
Air Force base near Denison, Tex- 
as, a large amount of money to 
distribute among the servicemen 
so they could “help unfortunate 
families have a better Christmas.” 
Chaplain Ransom B. Woods said 
the anonymous donor asked only 
two things from the recipients of 
the cash: (1) They drop him a 
letter explaining what they did 
with the money; and, (2) They 
read Matthew 25, which includes 
the Lord's statement, “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the 


least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me” (vs, 40). 
Strange as it may seem, the 


money was a little hard to get rid 
of! On the first Sunday, only 88 of 
the 130 present would accept one 
of the bills! Apparently many did 


not desire to “help unfortunate 
families,” even with someone else’s 
money. 


The title of this item, “It Pays 
to Go to Church!” was used a 
little bit facetiously, as you can 
see. However, in reality, it pays a 
hundredfold in real spiritual bless- 
ings—often with eternal dividends 
—when we attend the House of 
God to worship and serve the Re- 
deemer. That is one reason why 
the Bible insists: “Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so 
much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching’ (Heb. 10:25). 


Pray for Evangelist Sumner’s meetings: 


Thru January 29: 
Brown Street Baptist Church 
3125 Brown Street 
Alton, Illinois 

February 21-March 5: 
Olivet Baptist Church 
Kansas City, Kansas 


B. L.: “Do you have some per- 
sonal appearances scheduled for 
the near future?” 

Voss: “None immediately but I 
expect to be doing a good many 
concerts throughout the year.” 


B. L. “Tell us about your new 
album with Mr. Wendell Bab- 
cock.” - 

Voss: “I think it turned out quite 


well. Mr. Babcock and I had 

been acquainted for some time 

but had not worked together 
until this album. Wendell made 
the arrangements of the music. 

We used the studios of the 

tadio Bible Class in Grand 

Rapids. I hope you like the re- 

sult.” 

* % % 

Mr. Wendell Babcock is a gradu- 
ate of Bob Jones University and 
teaches Musie and Bible at the 
Grand Rapids School of Bible and 
Music. For their album, KEYBOARD 
CONCERT, Mr. Voss and Mr. Bab- 
cock combine their talents at the 
organ and piano. The result is one 
of the nicest instrumental albums 
we have heard. You will enjoy 
each of the twelve selections. Side 
one features the piano with organ 
background, Mr. Babcock plays a 
solo: Ring the Bells of Heaven. 
On side two the organ is featured 
and Mr. Voss plays, I Walk With 
the King, as a solo. Other songs 
are: God Is Love, A Shelter in the 
Time of Storm, and Day By Day. 
This is a Zondervan production. 
ZLP-558. 

% * * 

The third volume of ScoTrTisH 
FESTIVALS OF MALE VOICE PRAISE 
comes in a beautiful jacket which 


By Aunt Mary 


We have finished our Jungle 
Doctor stories. I enjoyed them and 
many I talked to thought they were 
wonderful, but perhaps to some 
of you they were sometimes hard 
to understand. 

Now, beginning in this 
you can read a dog story that 
every one of you will enjoy. I 
know that partly because I have 
enjoyed them so much, but also 
because so many others have told 
me how tremendously they have 
enjoyed them. 

Dr. Bill Rice, colorful evange- 
list and manager of Cumberwood 
camp, and my uncle, is one of the 
most interesting story-tellers in 
America. I can hear Max, one of 
his fans, say, “Why, there isn’t 
any question about it—he is the 
best story-teller in the world.’ He 
always has exciting things to 
tell. He has had many unusual 
pets, including a baby lion, and 
he lives the exciting kind of life 
boys dream of. He has talked with 
kings. (He gave a pistol as a gift 
to King Abdullah of Jordan, and 
was given a pair of Arabian horses 
in return.) 


issue, 


He rides horses, loves all the 
things that go with living on a 
ranch, (When I was quite young 


I remember Uncle Bill's taking me 
and several cousins to a “ranch,” 
really a farm, where we rode a 
horse anc a tame old white mule. 
Two of us slid off the smooth 
bare back of that mule when it 
scrambled up a hill. On the same 
outing we went swimming in a 
creek, and Dr. Bill probably hasn't 
known until he reads this that 
I nearly drowned that day. I! 
didn’t quite obey, went into deep 
water and got in over my head!) 

Wherever Dr. Bill Rice is, things 
are bound to happen, and so others 
love to be around him, including 
your Aunt Mary. 

But also Bill Rice is an evange- 
list who has preached all over 
America, through Africa, and oth- 
er places with the Lord’s bless- 


| 


| 


ing and many saved. He is Con- 
tributing Editor of THE SWORD or 
THE LORD, a man whose stories 
you will want to hear. 

Beginning in this issue, you will 
enjoy his story of “Super” (that 
means huge, colossal, you know), 
the Great Dane dog, and his ad- 
ventures with the Bill Rice fam- 
ily. 

Let me say “thank you” again 
to you who sent Christmas gifts 
to the Lord Jesus. This week, as 
I have worked on this article, your 
gifts and notes have thrilled me. 
Your money was all used to send 
booklets, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” to other countries. Now 
we must pray that God will use 
the book to get many saved! And 
you who sent your offerings will 
have a part of the reward in Heav- 
en. 

How are your New Year’s Reso- 
lutions working out? You say you 
have done well in keeping them? 
Good! And your Bible reading is 
moving along well, whether you 
are reading a chapter a day or 
three or four? Good! That makes 
the Lord Jesus happy, too! 

But wait! Some of you say, “T 
tried hard for a while, but then 
I got careless and failed.” Ther 
today, right now, the Lord’s 
forgiveness and His help again. 
You can have a new year, a new 
beginning at the end of January. 

When we talked about New 
Year’s resolutions I didn’t empha- 
size memorizing God’s Word. I 
hope you will. Can you start right 
now to memorize the Easter story 
from Matthew, chapter 287 If 
you spend a little time only on 
Sunday afternoons learning this 
chapter, when Easter comes you 
can tell smoothly, in the words of 
Scripture, the story of Jesus’ ris- 
ing from the dead after He was 
crucified. Please start now, 

And have fun reading the story 
of “Super,” the Bill Rice’s Great 
Dane. 


ask 


Pfeatures a picture of Gourock Bay 


of the Firth of Clyde. Under the 
direction of Mr. James McRoberts, 
the earnest Christian men of Scot- 
land sing, as no other men can, 
thirteen songs of- praise to the 
Lord. You will enjoy, as we did, 
the stirring messages sung with 
clarity in the Scottish brogue, Ti- 
tles include: Sweet Hour of Pray- 
er, Glorious Things of Thee Are 
Spoken, Behold I Show You a 
Mystery, In the Sweet By and By, 
Jesus Paid It All, and I Want 
My Life to Tell for Jesus. Chris- 


‘tian Faith Zenith Series Hi-Fi- 


6015 Stereo-615. 


Here is an outstanding instru- 


' 
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mental album. TWILIGHT MELODIES 
features the soothing style of John 
Peterson’s steel guitar. With the 
assistance of Scott Douglas and 
Gill Meade at piano and organ, 
Mr. Peterson plays an even dozen 
selections including: In the Sweet 
3y and By, Follow, I Will Follow 
Thee, Near the Cross, So Send - 
I You, My Sins Are Gone, Then I 
Met the Saviour, and When I Sur- 


i'vey the Wondrous Cross. This is 
restful and sweet... mightly easy 
listening. ZONDERVAN ZLiP- 
566, 
*e " 
Mr. Jack Holcomb is sometimes 
called “The Singing Preacher.” It 


(Continued on page 6) 


A few days ago I met a former 
student of Bob Jones University 
who is a foreign missionary but 
who is now in the States on fur- 
lough, Today I have a letter from 
this alumnus saying: “During the 
years of my childhood and youth, 
I had a hunger for God but did 
not know what I could do to satis- 
fy it. A buddy in the Navy led 
me to Christ, and other Christian 
sailors directed me to Bob Jones 


30b Jones University graduates, I 
want all of you friends who have 


prayed for us and who have 
recommended the school to young 
people and who. have _ invested 


some of the Lord's money in the 
work to realize how much good 
you have helped us to accomplish. 
We thank you. We hope that you 
will not wait until too late in 
1961 to invest some more money in 
the work of Bob Jones University. 


University. I will never be able to| We really need your help; and we 


repay the school what I owe it 
for planting my faltering feet on 
a rock of Faith that is worth 
fighting for.” 

As I think I said recently, we 
Have never had as many wonderful 
letters of encouragement as we 
have had in recent weeks from our 


‘are counting on it. 
|for us. Thank you, and God bless 


Please 


pray 


you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, 8. C, 
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must have had some good reason 
for it. 


2. Saul Sacrificed So Much to 
Become a Christian 


But Saul’s testimony ought to 
have great weight for another rea- 
son, and that is because of what 
he sacrificed for his change of 
opinion, Saul’s change of opinion 
cost him much. It cost him every- 
thing of a worldly character that 
he possessed. It cost him the loss 
of a position of great influence 
and promise; it cost him the loss 
of all his old friends; it cost him 
the severest persecution; it cost 
him arrest after arrest, and im- 
prisonment after imprisonment, 
and scourging after scourging, and 
stoning and insult, and attempted 
assassination. It cost him wander- 
ing, and hunger and nakedness; 
it cost him suffering of the most 
intense kind, and dangers of in- 
describable magnitude. When a 
man of standing and education 
like Saul of Tarsus makes sacri- 
fices like that for a change of 
opinion, his new opinion must de- 
mand great consideration. 

Of course, men are constantly 
changing their opinions because 
they are going to gain something 
by the change. Many a Republican 
becomes a Democrat, and many a 
Democrat becomes a Republican 
because of some personal profit 
that is to come to them in one 
way or another from the change, 
and of course a change of opinion 
in a case like that is not worthy 
ef much consideration. There are 
professed Christians who have be- 
come infidels, outspoken infidels, 
because they could make money 
by the change, or because they 
had sinned and the truth of Chris- 
tianity was causing them pain of 
conscience, and they wished to 
save their consciences, or because 
of some other low end that was 
to be gained by the change of 
opinion. 

When I was in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, a man was urged to come 
and hear my address, but he re- 
plied that he took no stock in 
that sort of thing, that he him- 
self had been a preacher once, and 
a missionary, and had found that 
the whole thing was a humbug. 
I took occasion to look into the 
man’s history, and found that he 
had been a missionary, but that 
his change of opinion was not due 
to the fact that further informa- 
tion and study had shown him that 
Christianity was untrue, but be- 
cause aS a missionary he had got- 
ten into trouble for his immorali- 
ty, and that he was expelled from 
the mission, as he should have 
been, and in that way was led to 
change his opinion about Chris- 
tianity and to accept infidelity. 

But when a man of great intel- 
ligence changes his opinion and 
sacrifices everything that men 
hold dear for that change;-and is 
transformed in character by the 
change, and when the man who 
does thus change is a man like 
Saul of Tarsus, who became Paul 
the apostle, any honest man will 
hesitate a long time before he 
says Saul was mistaken in the 
change. 


3. Saul Was Convinced by a 
Personal Appearance 
of Jesus 


But there is a third reason, and 
a better one yet, why Saul’s opin- 
ion must have great weight. In- 
deed this reason is so absolutely 
conclusive, if we are thoroughly 
honest, we must say that Saul 
was certainly right in what he 
says, and that Jesus is as Saul 
said he was, “the Son of God.” 
That reason is found in the way 
in which Saul of Tarsus came to 
change his opinion. 

Why did Sau? change from the 
opinion that Jesus was an im- 
postor and blasphemer to the opin- 
ion that Jesus was the Son of 
God? Saul himself tells us why 
he changed his opinion. He says it 
was because as he drew near to 
Damascus whither he was going to 
arrest the Christians and bring 
them to Jerusalem to be punished, 
at the noon hour suddenly there 
shone around about him from 
Heaven a great light, above the 
light of the noontime sun, and 
that in that light he saw the face 
and form of Jesus who was once 
crucified, now risen and glorified. 
and that he heard a voice saying 


unto him, “Saul, Saul, why per- 
secutest thou me?” and that when 
he inquired who was speaking to 
him, the form there in the glory 
said, “I am Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom thou persecutest” (Acts 
22 :6-8, 16-18; cf. 9:5, 6). 

Now if Saul of Tarsus really 
saw Jesus there in the glory, and 
if Jesus said to Saul what Saul 
reports that He said, and if Saul 
was commissioned at that time, as 
he said he was, to be the authori- 
tative representative of this same 
Jesus, then Jesus certainly is the 
Son of God. There remains no 
room for debate about that. But 
the question arises, Did Saul real- 
ly see Jesus in this way and hear 
Him say the things he said He 
did? He either did, or else Saul 
was a liar and made the story 
up, or else he was mistaken and 
had a sunstroke or something of 
that sort that he fancied was a 
reality. 


Did he lie and make the story 
up? Such a supposition is incredi- 
ble; there was no object for the 
lie, nothing to be gained by the lie. 
There was everything to be lost 
by it. Men do not manufacture lies 
for the sake of Sacrificing posi- 
tion, home, money, comfort, ease, 
reputation, love of friends, and 
everything dear to them in life. 
The supposition, then, that Saul of 
Tarsus lied in this matter is ruled 
out. 

Was Paul the victim of delu- 
sion and fancy through sunstroke 
or a flash of lightning and peal 
of thunder (which he mistook for 
the voice of Jesus) or overwrought 
imagination, or something of that 
kind, so that he imagined that he 
saw something he did not see, and 
heard something he did not hear? 
To this we would say that the 
record and weil attested facts in 
the case make this explanation im- 
possible. Not only did Saul see the 
light, but those who journeyed 
with him saw the light, so it could 
not have been Paul’s imagination. 
And not only did those who jour- 
neyed with him see the light, they 
heard the voice also, though they 
did not distinguish the message 
that was spoken. Furthermore, 
Paul was blind for three days,-and 
that was no fancy. 

Further, there was another man, 
Ananias, who saw Jesus in a Vi- 
sion, and this Jesus whom he saw 
in the -vision said: 

“Arise, and go into the street 
which is called Straight, and en- 
quire in the house of Judas for 
one named Saul, of Tarsus: for, 
behold, he prayeth, And hath seen 
in a vision a man named Ananias 
coming in, and putting his hand on 
him, that he might receive his 
sight.” 

Ananias protested against going, 
saying: 

“Lord, I have heard by many of 
this man, how much evil he hath 
done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 
And here he hath authority from 
the chief priests to bind all that 
call on thy name.” 

But the Lord who appeared to 
him in the vision insisted upon 
his going, and he obeyed. He found 
Saul where the Lord Jesus had 
told him in the vision he would 
find him, and he “entered into the 
house; and putting his hands on 
him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus, that appeared unto 
thee in the way as thou camest, 
hath sent me, that thou mightest 
receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” And im- 
mediately there fell from Saul’s 
eyes the scales and he received 
his sight. 

There is absolutely no room for 
the theory of delusion and fancy 
on Paul’s part here. Does some 
one say the whole story in Acts is 
a fiction? Let them study it. I 
challenge any honest lawyer or 
historical critic to study this story 
carefully and candidly, with the 
desire to find out whether it is 
truth or fiction, and see if this 
story does not bear the unmistak- 
able marks of truth. 


4. The Conversion of Saul Has 
Convinced Honest Scholars 
That the Bible Is True 
and Christ Is God 


In the eighteenth century ra- 
tionalism had swept everything be- 
fore it in England. There were 
very few, even among the clergy, 
who still believed in the superna- 
tural, but there were some re- 
mains of faith in the miracles and 
in the historic accuracy of the 
Bible, so the rationalists of the 
day appointed two of their ablest 


. 


reasoners to undertaké a campaign 


for the destruction of what re- 
mained of faith in the superna- 
tural—Lord Lyttleton, an able 
lawyer, and Sir Gilbert West, 
Clerk of the Privy Council. These 
two men planned a campaign for 
the destuction of belief in the 
supernatural. One of them said 
to the other, “If we are to de- 
stroy faith in the supernatural, 
there are two alleged incidents in 
the Bible that we must prove to 
be legend or myth. One is the al- 
leged resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead; the other is the 
alleged conversion of Saul of. Tar- 
sus,” 


Lord Lyttleton said to Sir Gil- 
bert West, “Well, I will take the 
story of the conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus as recorded in the Acts of 
the Apostles and show it is not 
historic fact but legend.” And Sir 
Gilbert West replied that he would 
take the story of the alleged resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ, and show 
that that was not historic fact but 
legend or myth. Then West turned 
to Lyttleton and said, “I will de- 
pend upon you for my Bible ma- 
terial, for I must confess that I 
am somewhat rusty in the Bible.” 
Lyttleton replied, “I was intend- 
ing to depend upon you for my 
biblical material, for I also am 
somewhat rusty in the Bible.” 
Then one of them said, “Well, we 
must be candid and therefore we 
must carefully study the. records 
in the Bible.” 


They met a number of times 
while preparing their books. On 
one of these occasions Lyttleton 
said to West, “West, as I have 
been studying the record in the 
Bible, I have become somewhat 
shaken in my position.” West re- 
plied, “Well, I am glad to hear 
you say it, for I confess that as I 
have been studying the records re- 
garding the resurrection of Christ, 
I have become somewhat shaken 
in..my..position.”- But they went 
on and completed their books. 

At a last conference, West said 
to Lyttleton, “Have you written 
your book?” He replied, “Yes, I 
have, but as I have studied the 
facts as presented in the Bible 
and applied to them the canons 
of evidence received in courts of 
law, I have become satisfied of 
the truth of the Bible record, and 
that Saul of Tarsus was convert- 
ed just as it is recorded in the 
ninth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles.”’ Then he added, “Have 
you written your book?” 

“Yes,” Sir Gilbert West replied, 
“T have written my book, but as 
I have sifted the evidence regard- 
ing the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ as found in the Bible, I 
have become satisfied that Jesus 
Christ did rise from the dead, just 
as recorded in the Gospels, and I 
have written my book on that 
side.” 

Any one who will do what this 
gifted lawyer did—sit down to a 
careful study of the conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus as related in three 
different places in the Acts of the 
Apostles and as referred to in the 
Epistles, with an honest desire to 
know whether it is truth or fiction 
—will be compelled to come to 
the same conclusion that Lord 
Lyttleton did. 

We arrive, then, at this point— 
that Saul of Tarsus changed from 
a bitter infidel to a believer in 
Jesus Christ and preached that 
“Jesus is the Son of God,” because 
Jesus Christ appeared to him in 
glory as the Son of God. Saul of 
Tarsus actually saw him and Jesus 
Christ appointed Saul His authori- 
tative representative. It has been 
absolutely settled, not as a theo- 
logical speculation, but as an es- 
tablished historic fact, established 
by absolutely conclusive testimony 
and evidence, that Jesus is the 
Son of God. 


ll. The Converted Infidel’s 
Message 


We can now turn from a con- 
sideration of the preacher to a 
consideration of the preacher’s 
message. What was the preacher’s 
message? What was the message 
this converted infidel brought to 
the people of Damascus and brings 
to us today? His message can be 
summed up in one short sentence, 
“Jesus is the Son of God.” 

Look at Saul as he stands there 
and proclaims it. There he stands, 
a man who a few days before had 
been a bitter hater of Jesus Christ 
and Christianity, a man who had 
stained his hands with Christian 
blood, a man who had come to 
Damascus for the express purpose 


4I can trust Him absolutely and 


of arresting men and women be- 
cause tney beiievea in Jesus of 
Nazareth as the Christ, the Son 
of God, and professed their faith 
in Him. There about him stood 
Jews and others who had heard 
of him as the bitterest enemy that 
the cause of Jesus Christ had, as 
a man who stopped at nothing in 
his efforts to stamp out Christian- 
ity, and to their amazement he 
declares to them that this Jesus 
whom he had persecuted, he had 
found upon indisputable testimony 
to be the Son of God. But God 
Himself stands in this audience 
tonight proclaiming this same 
message, Let us look closely at 
this message. 


1. Saul Preached That Jesus 
Is the Son of God 


Note first that the message is 
not that Jesus is a good man, or 
even the best man that ever lived 
on this earth. No, the message is 
that “JESUS IS THE SON OF GoD.” 
That is, that He is a man who 
stands absolutely apart from all 
other men, that while He is a man, 
He is more than a man. He is of 
divine origin, and partakes of all 
the attributes of Deity, and is to 
be honoured and worshipped even 
as God the Father is honoured 
and worshipped. 


B. Note second that the message 
is not merely that Jesus is a great 
teacher, but that “Jesus is the 
Son of God.” : 


C. Note third that the message 
is not merely that Jesus is a per- 
fect man, and our example, but 
that “Jesus is the Son of God.” 


D. Jesus is the Son of God. What 
does that involve? 

(1) First of all, it mvolves abso- 
lute and whelehearted trust im 
Him. 

If Jesus is the Son of God, then 


wholeheartedly. I cannot trust any 
man absolutely and wholéhearted- 
ly, no matter how good he may 
be. I could not absolutely and 
wholeheartedly trust any man. 
The Word of God is right when it 
says, “Thus saith the Lord; Cursed 
be the man that trusteth in man” 
(Jer. 17:5). If Jesus is not merely 
man, if He is divine, if He is the 
Son of God, if He is God manifest 
in human form, I can trust Him 
absolutely, and that is what He 
demands that I shall do. 

On the night before His cruci- 
fixion He demanded of His disci- 
ples the same absolute trust in 
Himself that they put in God the 
Father. He said, “Let not your 
heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me” (John 14:1, 
A. R. V.). As He is the Son of 
God, He had a right to make that 
demand, that men should put their 
absolute trust in Him. If He had 
been merely man, even the best 
of men, He would not have de- 
manded that these men bring the 
curse of God upon their heads by 
putting their absolute trust in 
Him. But because He was the 
Son of God, and because He was 
God manifest in the flesh, He 
could say, “Believe in God, BE- 
LIEVE ALSO IN ME.” And that is 
what He is saying to each of us 
tonight, that is what He is de- 
manding of us tonight. 

(2) Believing that Jesus is the 
Son of God involves in the second 
place that we not only trust Him 
absolutely and wholeheartedly in 
a general way, but that we trust 
Him specifically for salvation,-fer 
salvation from the quilt of sin, 
and salvation from the power of 
Sin. 

No matter how utterly lost we 
may be, no matter how many sins 
we may have committed, no mat- 
ter how completely we may be in 
the power of sin tonight, as Jesus 
is the Son of God, and according 
to His own word died upon the 
cross of Calvary in our stead, 
He could, as the Son of God, make 
a perfect atonement for sin, and 
the moment we trust in Him our 
sins are all forgiven: and further- 
more, as He is the Son of God, He 
has power to save us from the 
power of sin. 

Sin may be stronger than we 
are, Satan may be stronger than 
We are; they are, but they are 
not as strong as the Son of God. 
and this Son of God undertakes 
to save from the power of sin ev- 
ery one who puts their trust in 
Him. He also said, “If therefore 
the Son shall set you free, ye 
shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). 
As the Son of God. He has power 
to set free from the power of sin 


(3) Im the us. c nace, a real 
faith that Jesus is the Son of God 
involves the surrender of our life 
to Him. 

If Jesus is divine, if He is the 
Son of God, if He is God made 
manifest in the flesh, we should 
surrender to Him all that we are 
and all that we have. That is 
what He demands of us and has 
a right to demand of us. Remem- 
ber, Jesus is the Son of God! Have 
you made a surrender of your 
whole life to Him? If not, will 
you make that surrender tonight? 
(4) In the fourth place, real be- 
lief that Jesus is the Son of God 
involves the surrender of our 
thoughts to Him. 

If Jesus is the Son of God, He 
is infallible, He can never be mis- 
taken; therefore, if some man, no 
matter how learned he may be, 
no matter how high he may stand 
in circles of education and culture, 
says one thing, and Jesus, the Son 
of God, says another, no man who 
really believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God will hesitate one mo- 
ment which to believe. I have sur- 
rendered my thoughts absolutely 
to the shaping and to the control 
of Jesus Christ; for I am con- 
vinced, I am absolutely sure, that 
He is the Son of God, and I say 
to any man, “Do you dare to set 
up your poor miserable opinions 
against the plain declarations of 
the Son of God? If you do, you 
are a fool, and however much you 
may resent the statement the day 
is coming when you will see that 
you are a fool. God grant that 
it may not come when it is too 
late to repent.” 


2..This Is the Salvation 
Message of the Bible 
There is saving power in this 
doctrine that Jesus is the Son of 
God. It will save any man who 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ie Super eee 
(Continued from page 1) 


rangements to pick the puppy up 
the day after the close of the re- 
vival meeting. 


Blondie 


My next revival was in a town 
near Buffalo, New York. I drove 
over for my puppy early Monday 
morning, told her her name was 
Super and started out for Buffalo. 
From that very first day she was a 
good traveler and. when I reached 
Buffalo I wrote my wife the fol- 
lowing letter: 


“Dear Princess: 


“IT am now in the Buffalo re- 
vival. afd I have some news for 
you. I’m not quite sure how you 
are going to take this, but I be- 
lieve you will be very pleased. 


“During the Endicott revival a 
deacon came to me and suggested 
we ‘take a young lady into our 
home. I went with him to see the 
young lady in question and she 
is quite a big girl in a large fami- 
ly. From the first it was quite 
evident that the girl would like 
very much to live with us. In fact, 
she was a little forward about it. 


“So Monday morning I drove 
over and picked her up and I have 
brought her here to Buffalo with 
me. 9 


“She is certainly a beautiful girl, 
with blond hair and brown eyes. 
When we began driving she cried a 
little “at first but I told her we 
would be good to her and she 
would have a good time living 
with us and I would sure see that 
she received an excellent educa- 
tion,..She certainly seemed to be 
comforted and impulsively kissed 
me on the cheek, then lay down 
with her head in my lap and went 
to sleep. 

“I believe she will be a 
friend to our children and 
help you watch after them. 

“I hesitated to take her before 
I had a chance to talk with you 
about it, but I honestly believe 
you will be as pleased with her 
as I am and will agree that she 


real 
will 


is—the finest, friendliest, most 
beautiful puppy you have ever 
seen! 


“Fooled ya—didn’t I! 
“God bless you, Princess. I love 

you with all my heart. 

(Signed) Bull.” 


Cathy read the  QIletter at 
The Sword office and for a long 
time Miss Viola Walden would 
ask how “Blondie” was getting 
along. 


Super Goes Home 


While I was in the Buffalo 
meeting it was decided that Cathy 
and the two little girls (the boys 
had not arrived yet) should join 
me in Buffalo for the last week 
of the revival and then we wdtld 
drive home together. I sent Cathy 
a telegram that said, “Shuffle off 
to Buffalo.” And I sent Betty Ann 
a dog leash with the message, 
“T have a surprise for you. See 
if you can guess what it is.” 

She knew all right, although 
I did not know whether or not she 
would recognize a dog leash. 

Cathy took the train to Buffalo 
with the two girls and with my 
niece, Jean Nutting. At the close 
of the campaign we went to see 
Niagara Falls, then drove home. 
Everytime we stopped for a meal 
Betty insisted on tying that leash 
to the puppy’s collar and “leading”’ 
him; I must say he -was the most 
reluctant leader that ever was! 
He had enormous feet and ears, 
a big tummy and a no-lead dis- 
position. Many a person got-a 
ehuckle watching the pretty four- 
year-old girl lead a dog whose four 
feet were definitely dragging! 

_. When we returned to Wheaton, 
Super made himself completely at 
home at once. I believe he thought 
it was his divine obligation and 
duty to take over and supervise 
not only the large house and yard 
but the family as well. (Let 
me stop right here to explain 
that every female dog we have 
ever owned that has been spayed 
so that she will never have babies 
is always referred to as “he.” 
Don’t ask me why but that’s the 
way it is. Incidently every cat 
we have is a “tomcat.” And is 
usually referred to as “them” be- 
cause everyone knows a cat has 
nine lives!) 

- Now baek to Super. I was about 
to say that he grew with amazing 
rapidity. Especially his feet. He 


was the most awkward critter that 
ever lived, but he needed his big 
feet because, when grown, he 
weighed 155 pounds which is wn- 
usually large for a Great Dane. 
When fully-grown he was 34 
inches tall at his shoulders and 
could drink out of the kitchen 
sink as easily as a horse can 
drink out of a trough. 


Fourteen Fruit Trees 


This pooch was undoubtedly the 
diggingest thing that ever dug. 
Cathy used to say that he had 
dig-osis—and he surely must have 
had. He dug holes so large in the 
back yard that the kids could. 
actually hide in them. 


When Super was six or seven 
months old we decided to set out 
some fruit trees in our back yard. 
We read the advertisements that 
told us we could plant the trees 
one year anc be eating fruit the 
aext. So from famous Stark Nur- 
sery we ordered peach, plum, pear, 
cherry and apple trees. 

While we were waiting for the 
trees to arrive, we made a diagram 
of our back yard and carefully 
selected the very spot for each 
tree. We would put the pear trees 
nere by the back fence the peach 
trees here, the plum trees over 
there, etc. 

The trees finally arrived with 
instructions for setting them out. 
We really obeyed those instruc- 
fions to the letter. Never in all the 
history of tree planting had any- 
one set out trees more carefully. 
We dug the hole, put in the tree, 
filled in the dirt and the water 
and everything just exactly like 
the instructions suggested. In fact, 


it took us all day long just to set 
out the fourteen trees in the back 


yard. Of course Super and the 
children helped. Being an expert 
digger himself, Super was very 


interested in the holes I was dig- 
ving and made a couple of them 
larger. 

The next morning 
Princess was getting breakfast I 
heard Super scratch at the back 
door and I let him in. He pranced 
gaily through the _ kitchen into 
the living room carrying some- 
thing about two feet long in his 
mouth. It looked at first like a 
small branch but as I watched 
him throw it, then pounce upon it 
and chew it, I recognized with 
horror that it was one of my 
beloved fruit trees! He had chewed 
the thing half in twe and had 
left his teeth prints all over the 


roots and short stem that was 
left! 
I took it away from him and 


rushed out into the back yard 
to see which of the trees he had 
pulled up. After one shocked look 
I came back into the house. 

“Do you mean to tell me that 
dog dug up one of our fruit trees?”’ 
Cathy asked. 

“One nothing,” I replied, “he 
dug up all fourteen of them!” 

And he had! I scolded him, then 
went about the task of setting 
them out again. All of them were 
definitely the worse for wear. 
Evidently he had played “chase 
the stick and chew it” with every 
one of them. Several of them had 
been chewed in half. The tags 
were lost on some of them and 
so I did not Know which were 
apple and which were peach or 
plum or cherry. But painstakingly 
I set the trees back out. 

And that night Super dug them 
up again! 

I scolded him and spanked him, 
but the dumb ox couldn’t seem to 
get it through his thick head 
that he was to leave those trees 
alone. 

It became a battle of deter- 
mination. Every morning I would 
replant what was left of those 
trees and every night he would 
dig them up and chew on them 
some more. Pretty soon I was 
planting half roots that had only 
inches of a trunk appearing above 
the ground. I had no more idea 
than the man in the moon which 
tree was what. But it got to where 
I just stuck them down in the 
ground anywhere I could, 

Finally Super made the mistake 
of pulling up a tree in daylight 
and I caught him at it. I scolded 
and spanked him good and proper 


and he was the most heartbroken 


pooch you ever saw. And he never 
bothered another tree after that. 

To the everlasting credit. of 
Stark Nurseries, half of these 
poor, mistreated, chewed-up 
sprouts actually became large 


healthy trees that grow delicious’ 


fruit every year. 
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Super and the Sailor 
The beautiful big dog had the 
run of the house. It may surprise 
some of you to know that Great 
Danes are excellent house dogs. 
They have almost no body odor 
and they shed very little. They 
are neat and clean and easily 
housebroken. 


I had hoped that Super would 
prove to be a good watchdog but 
it turned out that he loved every- 
body. I have often thought that 
if a burglar had come in to steal 
the piano, Super would have very 
obligingly helped him put it out! 
This very friendliness almost 
spelled disaster for a sailor one 
night. 

This young man had spent the 
day with us and Super had taken 
quite a liking to him. Late in the 
afternoon he left for Chicago 
where he had intended spending 
the night. However, he finished 
his business in Chicago early in 
the evening and decided to come 
back out and spend the night with 
us. By the time he arrived in 
Wheaton on the electric train it 
was past midnight. Not wanting to 
wake us up, he decided to climb 
in my study window which was 
about nine feet above the ground. 
With the help of a board he man- 
aged to scramble up to the window 
and open it. Congratulating him- 
self upon his success, he thrust one 
leg through the window and was 
almost in the room when out of 
pitch black darkness a cold nose 
touched his Adam’s apple and a 
wet slurpy tongue went up the 
length of his face. With a scream 
of terror, the sailor went back- 
wards out of the window and fell 
on his back, nine feet below! 

The scream awakened me and 
I jumped out of my bed and ran 
downstairs and out of the front 
door to see what in the world was 
the matter. I found my young 
friend, still stunned, beginning to 
sit up. Looking up at the window 
I saw, in the moonlight, Super’s 
head framed with the lace cur- 
tains looking down upon the scene. 
The puzzled look on his face 
seemed to change to a grin and 
I almost think I saw_him wink and 
heard him say, “Man, when I kiss 
‘em, they stay kissed, don’t they!” 


~ 


Obeying His Master’s Voice 

I think I have never known a 
dog so eager to please as Super. 
He learned to “speak,” shake 
hands, sit down, sit up, lie down, 
etc., before he was much more 
than a puppy. He always seemed 
so pleased with himself when he 
mastered a new trick. And a few 
words of praise went a long way 
with him. I honestly believe praise 
from one of uS meant more to 
him than his food—and that is 
saying a lot! Because he was so 
large I was afraid he would hurt 
one of the little children. But I 
need not have worried. He played 
with every one of them in an en- 
tirely different way. When Bill 
was a baby, he would crawl over 
to the big dog and pull his ears, 
poke his fingers into his mouth, 
crawl all over him and the dog 
would not move. When he was a 
little older, he would get hold 
of Super’s tail and the big dog 
would carefully drag him up and 
down our large living room that 
was thirty-three feet long. 

With Kaye, who was older, he 
was a little rambunctious. And 
with Betty, who was older still, 
he really had a time, He would put 
his head between her legs and 
make her fall and then he would 
grab one of the heels of her shoes 
and gaily drag her up and down 
the living room floor. He could 
earry anyone of the youngsters 
on his back with the greatest of 
ease and often they would take 
turns riding him around the back 
yard, 

With me, his playing was en- 
tirely -different. Man alive! He 
seemed to feel that I was as large 
as he and should be able to take 
care of myself. When he and I 
were both in a playing mood we 
really had a wonderful time! We 


would wrestle and roll and snarl} 
and holler and bite and kick until |f 
the children would begin to cry, i 
thinking we were surely eating |@ 
each other up. Even the Princess / 
was sometimes frightened. And} 


there were times when I thought 


he really would eat me up. More 
than once he has torn my shirt 
and undershirt off and bloodied 
my ‘arms and chest and back. 
Usually, however, the wounds 
were caused by his claws rather 
than his teeth. He would bite, 
all right, but never intentionally 
hurt me badly. 

With Cathy, he was yet differ- 
ent. He would not play with her 
but would often come to her and 
put his front paws and his big 
head on her lap and he would 
actually sit in that awkward 
position for an hour at a time if 
she ._would rub his ears and talk 
to him .But he would never grow] 
nor bite at her, not even in fun. 
Not once in all his life. 

He was the most obedient dog 
I have ever known. Like most 
dogs, he hated a bath. Yet I 
would take him upstairs, tell him 
to get in the bathtub and I would 
turn on the water. He would sit 
there with his ears drooping, 
looking miserable and _ forlorn. 
But he never made any attempt to 
get out of the tub. The kids and 
I would pour water all over him 
and soap him and rinse him without 
his ever making a move. But he 
always wanted us to know that 
he was certainly being a martyr! 


Obedience in Love 

There was no questioning 
Super’s love for the entire family. 
He loved the youngsters, he loved 
Cathy and he loved me. I think 
he loved each one of us in a dif- 
ferent manner. And he dead-sure 
knew who the head of the house 
was! He would often disobey the 
children. They could call and call 
and call and he would not budge 
Sometimes he even refused to obey 
the Princess. But his 
to my call was always 


ohedience 


immediate 


and, I beheve, in love. 

The kids, of course. pestered 
him to death at times. They would 
want to go ridine when he didn’t 
want to be the horsie. Or they 
would want to lead him around 


when he wanted to sleep. Or they 
would want to go for 
ride when he didn’t want 
them, But anytime I] 
“Super, go on with 
would at once obey. 


tO pull 
would ; 
them,” he 


When I was in a revival in St. | 
| visit——just 
'Lord for them to do so. 


time I had a harness 
made for him. I remembered 
Dr. Murk laughing and _= “Ssay- 
ing that I had prepared a harness 
large enough for a Shetland pony. 
That’s right, it was large enough 
for a Shetland pony. And it just 
fit Super to a ‘Tl. I made a four- 
wheeled wagon with sideboards 
and taught 
learned at once, and all four of the 
youngsters would crawl in the 
wagon and Super would take them 
to the end of the block and back. 
Sometimes he would tire of this 
and would lie down in the harness. 
All four would yell and holler but 
he wouldn’t move a muscle. They 
would climb out of the wagon 
and try to pull him to his feet, but 
all four of them put together could 
not even begin to pick him up. But 
I could look out the study window 
and call down to him, “Super, 
get up and give them another 
ride,” and the big dog would look 
up at me, then get to his feet and 
amble on down the _ block with 
them again. Sometimes he would 
stop every few feet and I would 
have to call to him or wave to 
him to go on. But as long as I 
waved or called he would keep 
pulling the youngsters. 

Sometimes when company came, 
we would have Super come into 
the living room so they could see 


Paul one 


him. After he had “performed” 
for them I could point to any 
corner of the room and ‘say, 


“Super, stay in that corner until 
I tell you to leave.” And he would 
do it. But if we stood around the 
piano to sing or ate popcorn or 
played any game that had any 
action to it, it would just about 
kill old Super to stay in that 
corner. Everytime he could get 
my attention he would wave one 
big paw at me! Now and then 
he would yip and if I passed near 
him he would stand up on his 


|| preaching. L.find those 


a wagon | 
‘give of their money and even to 
cay | attend church services regularly. 
'This is a 


Super to pull it. He) 


hind feet with his paws on my 
shoulders and look me square in 
the face while he made a sound 
that was a mixture between a 
whine and a small bark as though 
te say, “I’m the sociable type, 
Boss; how about letting me join 
the party?” 

He was never atiowed to enter 
the dining room at mealtime. 
Sometimes he would stand in the 
door and watch every bite we took 
while his mouth watered! But he 
never said a word, never made 
any attempt to énter the room. 

Like I said, he was the most 
obedient dog I have ever known. 
He would obey whether I spoke to 
him in a loud voice, in a whisper, 
or just made signs with my hand. 

I have often wondered how 
many of us are as eager to please 
and obey our Lord as that big dog 
was to obey me. He put up with 
all kinds of tormenting and in- 
convenience because 1 asked him 
to do it. 

“These are my youngsters, fel- 
low, never hurt them,” I told him. 
Sometimes when he wanted to 
sleep and the children would pes- 
ter him, he would grow! until the 
room would fairly shake but he 
never one time bit one of them 
in anger—not once in his hife. 

I have often wished that we who 
are saved would be as obedient 
to the commands of our Master. 
How wonderful it would be if we 
endured inconveniences and an- 
noyances and were as uncomplain- 
jing in serving Christ as that big 
tlog was in serving us. And Super 
gave of himself, not because he 
feared punishment but because of 
love. 

Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep 
my commandments.” Yet in re- 
vival campaigns all over the 
country I find men who have been 
called to preach—but are not 
who haye 


i . " 

been called to the mission field 
‘but who have never.gone. Again 
‘and again I am in services where 


the pastor must urge and beg 
his people to sing in the choir, to 


teach Sunday School classes, to 


shame and a disgrace. 
Christians ought to want to preach 
and teach and sing and give and 
because it pleases the 


All of us should “serve the Lord 
with gladness’ simply because the 
dear Lord Jesus said, “If ye love 
me, keep my commandments,” and 
because “we love him, because he 
first loved us.” 


(The story of Super will be continued in 
the next issue.) 
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THE SWORD OF THE. LORD 


Friday, January 20, 1961 


By Contributing Editor, 
Robert L, Sumner 


A CHARGE TO KEEP, by Dr. 
Robert G. Lee; Zondervan Pub- 
lishing -House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; 122 small pages, $2.00. 

Here are five tremendous ser- 
mons in the usual magnificent 
oratorical style of Dr. Lee. For 
any who might be strangers to 
the ministry of this man who 
served three consecutive terms as 
president of the large Southern 
Baptist Convention, here is a 
sample: 

“T am not dissecting a corpse nor 
driving a garbage wagon nor striv- 
ing to be a photographer of sores 
only. But ours is a day of daring 
defiance, when by _ supercilious 
pose, by an attitude of intellectual 
superiority, critical and skeptical 
attitude toward the supernatural, 
there has been the substitution of 
out-worn, man-made philosophies, 
and pseudo-science for the living 
‘Word of God’s revelation—a par- 
roting of the skepticism of free- 
thinkers. A day of much monoto- 
ny of jangling inharmony of non- 


gensical talking! A day of theo- 


logical jungle-jangle jazz in many 
places; a day when Tom Paine 
could be called Rev. Thomas Paine, 
D. D., and could occupy here and 
there some professedly Christian 
pulpits. A day ‘when spiritual 
latitudes are as wide as -spaees 


“WELL,8Let Me Tell 
You... 


e 


My daddy gets HIS car insurance 
cheaper ’cause he doesn’t drink. If 
you don’t drink, you can _ get 
YOURS cheaper, too!’ 


THE BOY’S RIGHT! If you are a 


' total abstainer between the ages 


of 18-75, you can save up to 40% 


on your automobile insurance. 


If you qualify for this reduced 
rate auto insurance, return the 


- coupon below for an immediate 
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of this application. I understand there 
is no obligation to take out insurance. 


Name .... 
Address 
City 


State 


Age of all drivers: 1... 2... 8... 4... Bu 


Any accidents during the past 5 years? 
(If yes, send details.) 


Use of car: pleasure... work... business... 
(If for work, give miles one way-~..--~.) 


No. cars in household —.... Occupation... 
My insurance expires: Mo... da.... yr... 


Make Ne body type....... 


No. eylinders ...... Motor No PRY 


measured by the Sahara Desert 
and correspondingly dry! A. day 
of much strolling down the 
notoriety path. A day when the 
milk veins of faith in the Trinity 
and a personal reign of the Lord 
are being cut. A day when our 
lame, bleeding, aching, unregener- 
ate humanity is set down in the 
midst of palaces, art, philosophies, 
beauties, but remains a bedrag- 
gled beggar -still A day when 
some have indefinite guesses that 
sprawl out over the universe. A 
day when many men and some 
nations have fallen on gray days— 
days of the canker, the worm, the 
sere and yellow leaf; days when 
multitudes mistaught and un- 
taught, misled and unled, have 
stumbled headlong into a_ gulf 
of despair!” 

The volume gets its name from 
the first message, one which was 
delivered at the Louisiana Baptist 
State Convention a few years ago. 
Other sermons are, “The Man of 
God and His Reward,” “When We 
Bleed We Bless,” “Making Disci- 
ples by Righteous Living,” and 
“Bothered by Brevities and In- 
spired by Immortalities.” All five 
messages are especially slanted to 
preachers and I would to God ev- 
ery clergyman in the world could 
read them! 


THE JACK WYRTZEN STORY, 
by George Sweeting; Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; 151 pages, $2.50. 

Beyond doubt, Jack Wyrtzen 
has been as successful in reaching, 
challenging and winning youth as 
any man in the 20th century. A 
dynamic personality, his varied 
ministry includes the Saturday 
Night Word of Life Youth Rally 
usually held at Times Square and 
reaching an additional estimated 
8 million people from coast to 
coast on the Mutual Radio Net- 
work, directing the summer-long 
Word of Life Camps at beautiful 


Schroon Lake in the Adiron- 
dacks, the Word of Life 
Inn, the Word of Life Ranch, 


holding rallies across other coun- 
tries and sometimes around the 
world. 


This is a thrilling story, well 


written, interesting, inspiring and 


challenging. It will bless all who 
read it. 


52 SERMONS, by  MHoratius 
Bonar; Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; 464 pages, 
$3.40. 

Here is one of Baker’s. impor- 
tant “Co-operative Reprint Libra- 
ry” volumes, a collection of ser- 
mons from the pen of the Free 
Church of Seotland’s famous 19th 
century preacher poet and hymn- 
writer. Originally published under 
the title “Family Sermons,” the 
messages are brief but meaty, 
filled with scriptural truths and 
plain, pungent application. 


Baker Book House has done the 
Church a real service in making 
the messages available to the gen- 
eral public at such a nominal 
price—6%2c per sermon! 


THE MYSTERY AND MINIS- 
TRY OF ANGELS, by Herbert 
Lockyer; Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; 96 large pages, $2.00. 


The author has successfully en- 
deavored, as he put it, to “classify 
what the Bible says about 
ANGELS,” thereby giving Bible 
students a very valuable study. 

The ten chapter titles are: (1) 
The Doctrine of Angels; (2) The 
Creation of Angels; (3) The Num- 
ber of Angels; (4) The Nature of 
Angels; (5) The Titles and Ranks 
of Angels; (6) The Fall of Angels; 
(7) The Attributes of Angels; 
(8) The Appearances of Angels; 
(9) The Mission of Angels; and 
(10) The Lord of Angels. 


FIVE GREAT AFFIRMATIONS 
OF THE BIBLE, by W. A. Cris- 
well; Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; 58 pages, 
$1.25. 

A sequel to his earlier volume, 
Fiwe Great Questions of the Bi- 
ble, this book contains the ser- 
mons delivered during the 40th an- 
nual noonday pre-Easter services 
sponsored by the First Baptist 
Church of Dallas in the downtown 
Palace Theater. The messages deal 
with creation, the deity of Christ, 
the atonement, the resurrection 
of Christ, and His Second Coming. 

These are the good, solid, scrip- 
tural sermons the religious world 
has learned to expect from the 
warm, scholarly, fervent pen of 
Dr. Criswell. 


CALVARY TO PENTECOST, 


By F. B. Meyer; Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
92 small pages, $1.75. 

The publishers have described 
this volume as “F B. Meyer at 
his best.”” While that may not 
be true, nonetheless, the reader 
who peruses this devotional vol- 
ume will not be disappointed.’ 

Originally published only a half- 
century ago in the author‘s “Chris- 
tian Life Series,” its ten messages 
include the themes, “The Won- 
drous Cross,” “The Resurrection,” 
“Ascension Day,’ “Christ in You 
the Hope,” “Spiritual Enmviron- 
ment,” “The Exorcism of Self,” 
“Agonizing Unto Perfection,” ‘“The 
Peace that Guards,” “The Art 
of Sitting Still,” “The Supreme 
Gift of the Ascension.” 


GOFORTH OF CHINA, by 
Rosalind Goforth; Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand _ Rapids, 
Michigan; 364 pages, $3.95. 

This is a tremendously thrilling 
biography. Originally published in 
1937, this seventh edition is re- 
leased as a “Centennial Edition” 
in conjunction with the 100th anni- 
versary of Goforth’s birth. 

We reviewed it previously in 
THE SworRD OF THE LorpD and it 
was a main selection in The Sword 
Book Club on one occasion. How- 
ever, it is of the caliber that de- 
serves a second mention. Get it! 


SIMPLE SERMONS FOR TO- 
DAY’S WORLD by W. Herschel 
Ford; Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
122 pages, $1.95. 

Here are twelve Bible messages 
in the traditional, “simple’’ style 
of Dr. Ford. Since there are more 
than a dozen “simple sermon” 
books preceding this one from his 
prolific pen, many friends who 
appreciate the author’s style will 
gladly welcome his latest volume. 

The sermons are interestingly 
written, true-to-the-Bible, Christ- 
honoring, evangelistic and well 
illustrated. 


ROZELL’S COMPLETE LES- 
SONS, by Ray Rozell; Rozell and 
Company Publishers, Fort Worth, 
Texas; 322 pages, $2.95. 

This is a commentary on the 
International Bible Lessons Uni- 
form Series for 1961, the four- 
teenth annual volume published 
by Mr. Rozell. The comments are 
good and true to the Bible, the 


Converted Infidel 


(Continued from page 4) 


believes it from the heart and acts 
upon it. 

A. This doctrine will bring eter- 
nal life to any one who believes 
it, really believes it from the 
heart, and shows that he believes 
it by acting wpom it. 

The Apostle John says in John 
20:31, “These are written [that is, 
these things written in the Gospel 
of John are written| THAT YE 
MIGHT BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE 
CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD;. AND 
THAT BELIEVING, YE MIGHT HAVE 
LIFE THROUGH HIS NAME.” We see 
here that through simply believ- 
ing that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, believing it with the 
heart, believing it in such a way 
as leads us to take the steps in- 
volved in thus believing it, any one 
who thus believes, obtains eternal 
life. 

B. Believing in this doctrine will 
also bring victory over the world. 

John in his first epistle says, 


applications are plain, the out- 
lines simple and easy to follow, 
and the material has fresh illus- 
trations interspersed throughout. 

However, the fact that the un- 
trustworthy Revised Standard 
Version is used almost exclusively 
throughout, makes it so we can- 
not and do not recommend the 
commentary. This is unfortunate 
because we would certainly do so 
otherwise. 


THE VOCABULARY OF THE 
CHURCH, by Richard C. White; 
The Macmillan Company, New 
York, New York; 178 pages, $2.50. 

Here is a “highly specialized” 
pronunciation guide of church lan- 
guage. It should be of real value 
to all ministers, teachers, students, 
newscasters, as well as to many 
others since it offers a complete 
guide to the correct pronunciation 


of over 10,000 biblical and re- 
ligious terms. 
Rather than using the old- 


fashioned, hard-to-understand, 
complicated diacritical marks and 
phonetic symbols, this valuable 
dictionary features the easy 
“sight” system of pronunciation. 
It ought to be in every pastor’s 
study and every church office. 


The Best Robe 


The best gobe that God has to 
give is waiting for the sinner. 
Yonder is the prodigal in the dis- 
tance in rags. He has been away 
in the far country, and has spent 
his substance in riotous living: 
now he is a beggar. Will his fa- 
ther receive him? If so, it will 
be as a servant—at least so the 
prodigal reasons. 


There he is now drawing near 
to his father’s house. Servants 
may not know him, but the fa- 
ther knows him; and while his boy 
is still a long way off, he runs to 
meet him. Then the wanderer be- 
gins his little speech, every word 
of which he had prepared before- 
hand. But he gets only the length 
of the first sentence, when his 
father interrupts him—with a kiss, 
and turning around to his aston- 
ished servant, he says, “Bring 
forth the best robe.” 


There were doubtless many 
robes in that mansion; but the 
long-lost wanderer was to have 
the best. What a time of rejoicing 
they had over him who was “lost 
and is found,” who “was dead and 
is alive again.” Is it different with 
our Father in Heaven? No. He 
gives like a king. He gives the best 
robe. Yonder poor sinner has been 
constrained by grace to say, “I 
will arise.” He is coming. His back 
is upon sin and the world, and his 
face is looking heavenwards. Will 
God receive him? Not a-.doubt of 
it. He has seen the returning one 
while yet a long way off, and now 
he meets him with the kiss of re- 
deeming love; and the astonished 
angels hear the command given, 
“Bring forth the best robe.” 


This is how God deals with the 
awakened sinner. He could give 
ten thousand other robes, but he 
gives the best—a better even than 
angels wear—‘“Even the righteous- 
ness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 
them that believe’ (Rom. 3:22). 
Are you covered by it? Have you 
fled for refuge? Are you safe be- 
neath the shelter of the blood of 
Christ? 

—Selected 
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The devil told Adam to become like God. 
Adam was to accomplish this in the pur- 
suit of knowledge and was to do it inde- 
pendently of the help of God. In the study 
of hisfory, we note an inclination on the 
part of the human race to worship individ- 
vals. The Devil has tried to find some one 
man to whom he could commit world 
leadership. He, of course, wants a man who 
will do his bidding. He offered the king- 
doms of this world to Jesus Christ if Jesus 
would simply bow His knee and acknowl- 
edge Satanic authority. Jesus never ques- 
tioned the ability of the devil to deliver. 
Jesus simply refused to “sell out.” One of 
the perils which threatens our chaotic, mod- 
ern world is that some great genius may 
appear to whom the devil will commit a 
world dictatorship, This great leader would 
be an enemy to Jesus Christ, and the world 
would possibly worship this dictator as men 


worshipped Nebuchadnezzar centuries ago. 
—Br. Bob Jones, Sr. 
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Record Reviews 


(Continued from page 3) 


is not unusual for him to stop and 
sing in the midst of his sermons 
as an evangelist. In his latest al- 
bum, Mr. Holcomb has included 
many old songs and at least two 
very new ones, His style is unique. 
His voice glides and slides in the 
fashion of “country singers.” On 
some of the high notes Mr. Hol- 
comb seems to be straining his 
voice and at times it “cracks.” 
The album is titled, I ASKED THE 
LorD. Some of the songs are: 
In the Garden, Room At the Cross 
for You, Then Jesus Came, Leave 
It There, That One Lost Sheep, 
and No One Ever Cared for Me 
Like Jesus. WORD W-3107-LP. 
%* a kK 


That does it for this first month 
of 1961. Why don’t you resolve to 
write us a card or letter? Make 
whatever suggestions you would 
like to make. Encourage us or 
criticize us or just let us know 
you are reading this column. The 
address is: RECORDS—Box 420— 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


a 


“Who is he that overcometh the 
world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God?” (I John 
5:5). The world has a mighty 
power, a power to blind our minds, 
a power to break our resolutions, 
a power to degrade our lives, The 
great mass of men and women are 
yielding to this power of the 
world, they are giving up their 
high ideals, they are compromis- 
ing with things that their own 
consciences condemn, things that 
are low and debasing. The world, 
the spirit of the times, the ideas 
that rule in this world which 
“lieth in the wicked one,” are 
making a mighty assault on the 
faith and moral principles and the 
conduct of us all. That assault is 
too strong for any of us to re- 
sist in our own strength, but there 
is a way of victory by believing, 
really believing, that Jesus is the 
Son of God. 


I believe that practically every 
one in this audience tonight is 
convinced that Jesus is the Son 
of God; but being intellectually 
convinced of a thing is one thing, 
and really believing it from the 
heart, yielding our will to that 
which our mind accepts, is quite 
another thing. 


Will you tonight accept Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God? Will 
you take that attitude toward Him 
that you ought to take toward one 
that you know to be the Son of 
God? Will you from this time on 
trust Him absolutely, will you 
trust Him through His atoning 
death for the pardon of all your 
sins? Will you trust Him daily for 
His divine power for deliverance 
from the power of sin? Will you 
surrender your life absolutely to 
Him? Will you surrender your 
thoughts to Him, for Him to be 
absolute ruler of your thoughts? 

It is up to each one of you to 
answer the question. You can say 
“yes” or “no,” whichever you will. 
Which will you say? 

(The above sermon by Dr. Torrey was 
taken from ‘the book, THE GOSPEL FOR 
TODAY, published by Fleming H. Revell, 
sermons which the famous evangelist 
preached in the Church of the Open Door, 
where he was pastor in the closing years of 


his life. The sermon used by permission of 
the publisher with grateful thanks.) 


Unbeliever, We Dare You to 
Face the Truth and Decide! 


Now let the editor of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD press the mat- 
ter plainly upon the reader. If 
you are unconverted, you surely 
cannot deny the powerful proof 
Dr. Torrey has given which con- 
verted Saul the infidel so he be- 
came Paul the apostle, preaching 
salvation through Christ the Son 
of God. You must answer to God 
for any deliberate rejection of the 
truth given here. To turn from 
Christ, to postpone salvation is a 
deliberate and wicked sin. Oh, 
then today turn to face the Lord 
Jesus, repent of your sins, trust 
Him to save your soul, give Him 
your heart forever! 


If you will here and now turn 
to Christ, in honest repentance, 
will ask Him and trust Him to 
forgive your sins and save your 
soul, I beg you, first, say yes in 
your heart, then sign the decision 
form below, copy in a letter and 
mail to the editor at once. Do it 
now! If you are honest as infidel 
Saul was when he came face to 
face with Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, you will surrender to Him 
and trust Him, too. Do it now! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SworD OF THE LORD 

Box 420 

Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I read Dr. Torrey’s sermon on 
“A Converted Infidel’s Preaching.” 
I realize that I am a poor, lost 
sinner. I am convinced that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, the Sav- 
iour. I believe that He died for 
my sins and wants to save me. 
So here and now I turn my heart 
from my sins and I confess I need 
forgiveness and I trust Jesus 
Christ to forgive my sins and save 
my soul today. This moment I 
give Him my heart the best I 
know how, relying on Him to 
make me God’s child and take 
me to Heaven, 

Brother Rice, please send me a 
letter of encouragement and coun- 
sel now that I have taken Christ 
as my Saviour. 


Signed 


Address RS 


Friday, January 20, 1961 
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Page Seven 


Sin of Formalism 


(Continued from page 1) 


God, then preach to the unsaved 
Sunday night. That was in the 
time when bigger crowds came for 
the Sunday evening service than 
for the morning service. It is not 
generally true now. So one per- 
haps ought to preach Sunday 
morning to the unsaved, if there 
is a good Sunday School, and bring 
in lost people. Maybe you ought 
to have more evangelistic mes- 
sages in the morning. At any rate, 
soul winning ought to be the 
main thing with churches every- 
where. 

I have been to little churches 
in store front buildings, little 
churches with forty or fifty strug- 
gling people present and with the 
cheapest of folding chairs, who 
wanted me for revival services, 
and when they came to Sunday 
morning service, did they put on 
the dog! You would think you 
were in a great cathedral and that 
each usher had striped breeches 
and a gardenia in his buttonhole 
the way they got back together, 
and the way they watched each 
other so “that when they started 
to march down the aisle to take 
the collection they would come 
exactly in step. Oh, they had to 
have the formal worship service 
and sing, “Holy, Holy, Holy’ and 
the “Doxology.” I was disgusted, 
and I am sure God was, at the 
aping of formalism and popery 
of a lot of the modernistic and 
cold, unspiritual and unevangelis- 
tic churches, by these little new 
churches. 

I am saying this sin has gotten 
So widespread, and it must be 
hateful to God. 

Now what are some of _ the 
features of this so-called morning 
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worship service? In the first place, 
they have old hymns, not evan- 
gelistic songs, not gospel songs. 
It is all right to have some praise 
to God, but these formal worship 
churches don’t want anything 
about sinners nor anything that 
would offend a man who did not 
believe in the deity of Christ. It 
must be very general and formal 
—the old hymns, they say. 

Then they do not want a song 
leader to lead. I am thinking of 
a big church which I attended for 
years, a church where pastor and 
people were fundamental and be- 
lieved all the Bible. Yet on Sun- 
day morning there was no song 
leader. He couldn’t even announce 
a number, nor could he move a 
finger as he stood up there at the 
pulpit. He could stand by his 
chair and sing, but that was all. 
The number was on the board. 
You must know just when to rise 
and when to sit. If you came in 
late, it was only at certain times 
you were allowed to walk down 
the aisle. No one was supposed 
to shake hands with a friend, or 
stranger or say, “Good morning. 
I'm glad to see you.” No, no— 
not in a formal worship service. 

Everywhere there is a wicked 
abomination to God in the so- 
called morning worship service. 
It is a formalism that displeases 
God, 

What is the tendency? To make 
much of the church building and 
not of the Bible. The tendency 
is to robe the choir, to have 
anthems instead of gospel songs. 
“Ava Maria” is all right (that is 
praise to Mary and a prayer to 
Mary), but not any gospel songs, 
in many churches. And the preach- 
er must wear a robe or striped 
pants, with a tail. Then usually 
there is a tendency to divide the 
chancel and put the pulpit on 
one side and the lectern on the 
other, and in the midst of that 
back of the platform is a kind 
of a worship center and an altar, 
an altar cloth and a golden cross 
and perhaps a picture of Christ in 
a worship center. 

God is against “the morning 
worship service.” That is a form- 
alism that is wholly foreign to the 
Bible. It is against soul winning; 
it gives the form but not the sub- 
stance. In fact, it teaches people 
not to want the substance. It ap- 
peals to the flesh and not to the 
spirit. The formal worship service 
is not of God. 


The “Formal Worship Service” 
Wholly Unscriptural 

I want briefly to say that this 
matter of a formal worship service 
is wholly unscriptural. There is no 
mention of any such service in 
the Bible. Even the terms used are 
not Bible terms. 

In the first place, there is noth- 
ing in the Bible about a worship 
service. There is no mention in 
the New Testament where any- 
body came together to worship. 
Now we say that we come to wor- 
ship, but in Bible times they came 
together for the preaching of the 
Gospel, singing, and for the Lord’s 
Supper, for prayer and to elect 
deacons, or some business like that. 
The fellowship was important. 
They sometimes took an offering, 
though that usually was done out- 
side. But nothing like a church 
worship service is even mentioned 
in the New Testament. 

And there is never a hint in 
the Bible that form pleases God in 
a New Testament service. There 
is not a hint that a _ preacher 
ought to dress differently than 
anybody else. There is not a hint 
that you ought to have stained- 
glass windows in the church build- 
ing. There is not a hint that the 
choir ought to have robes. There 
is not a hint that you ought to 
have a certain stylized form of 
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service. The whole idea of a 
modern morning worship service 
is utterly foreign to the Bible. 

Now what does the Bible say 
about this matter of formalism? 
It mentions many services of New 
Testament Christians. The prayer 
meeting after Pentecost for ten 
days and the election of another 
apostle; then the meeting at 
Pentecost and three thousand 
saved, who joined the.church and 
were baptized. 

Then service after service 
throughout the book of Acts, and 
throughout the letters of Paul 
there is often mention of the pub- 
lic services. But not one time is 
there even a mention of a worship 
service. Leave out the formal for 
the moment: the term worship 
service, or the term worship in 
regards to a public service is not 
even in the Bible. That is not 
scriptural, it is anti-scriptural. It 
takes the place of the Bible way. 
Not only that, but there is not 
even a hint in the Bible that it 
pleases God to have a_ formal, 
general order of service and 
formal attitude of service. I say 
that is wholly unscriptural. 


The Emphasis on Church 
Building, Robes, Organ Is 
Foreign to the New 
Testament 


In Bible times there were no 
church buildings. A formal wor- 
ship service goes usually with an 
elaborate church building planned 
for it and the kind of terminology 
and tradition that go with a cer- 
tain church building. 

For example, I have had great 
revival campaigns on the court- 
house lawn in Sherman, Texas, and 
in the open air on vacant lots in 
Dallas, Texas, and in the Bing- 
hamton theater in Binghamton, 
New York, and in the Kleinhans 
Music Hall in Buffalo, and in the 
Public Music Hall in Cleveland, 
and in a great tobacco warehouse 
in Winston-Salem, under a tent in 
San Pedro, California, in the City 
Auditorium in Miami, Florida, in 
a great livery stable barn in 
Waxahachie, Texas, and nobody 
supposed that in these tents and 
public auditoriums and open air 
and tobacco warehouse we would 
have a morning worship service 
or a formal kind of service. No, 
that goes with stained-glass win- 
dows, mahogany or oak pews 
(now it is getting popular to have 
blond oak pews).-Phat.-go6ées...with 
the.robed choir, with a_little wor- 
ship center. Either have it on a 
communion table down in front of 
the pulpit, or when you get a 
little further along in formalism 
you move the pulpit to one side 
and have a so-called altar and 
the ushers march down and pres- 
ent the offering to the altar. This 
worship center will be the picture 
of Christ maybe, or a golden or 
brass cross, and sometimes the 
picture of Christ and sometimes 
the Bible. And this outward form 
—old hymns and no evangelistic 
singing, no public invitation, no 
greeting of people before the serv- 
ice, but a very austere, quiet, so- 
called reverential—(another word 
for the flesh)—it isn’t in the Bible. 

In New Testament times they 
didn’t have them. They didn’t 
have any buildings. For example, 
the church first met in the porch- 
es of the temple at Jerusalem. 
John the Baptist preached out 
by the River Jordan. Then they 
met from house to house. Then 
later they met in a loft; a place 
where Paul preached until mid- 
night and a young fellow fell out 
the third story wifidow. Then by 
the seaside at Miletus when Paul 
talked to the elders. So they didn’t 
have any regular church buildings. 

We have gotten so we are in- 
terested only in the outward form 
and the fixings, not.in the power 
of the Gospel and keeping people 
out of Hell. That is a sad com- 
mentary on the _ backslidden 
churches and preachers and world- 
liness in the churches because 
formalism has taken such a hold. 

In the Bible when Christians 
met together they had glad fellow- 
ship. What would you think about 
the disciples meeting together, 
say at Pentecost, and not shaking 
hands or greeting anybody? But 
“everybody be quiet now while the 
organ plays the prelude.” What 
would you think if they had to go 
through a little order of service 
while these lost souls were going 
to Hell? What about the power of 
the Holy Ghost? “Oh, no! That 
is not in order now. We are having 
a formal morning worship serv- 
ice,” 


Can you imagine any church in 
the New Testament times with 
the same trappings and the same 
intent and the same kind of a 
trimmed-down, aesthetic appeal to 
the senses as the so-called morn- 
ing worship services today? That, 
I think, is wholly unscriptural and 
contradicts the plain command 
and plan of the Bible. 

Formalism also is a return to 
ceremonial forms of the law now 
outdated. You realize that the 
priesthood, the Old Testament 
temple, offerings on the altar, the 
holy place or sanctuary and priest- 
hood were part of the ceremonial 
law, but now we find that term- 
inology is coming into use among 
churches and Christian people 
everywhere. : 


Church Buildings Are Not 
“Sanctuaries,” Not 
Temples 


We talk about the church build- 
ing. The other day I went into 
a place to preach, a great church, 
a First Baptist Church, and there 
were signs downstairs pointing to 
“the sanctuary.” I went up there 
and it was an auditorium, not a 
sanctuary. The word sanctuary 
means a holy place. That is the 
Bible term for the temple or the 
first room of the temple called 
the Holy Place. There was the 
table of shewbread and the golden 
lampstand and the altar of incense, 
etc. That was called the sanctuary. 


Now do churches today have a 
sanctuary? No, when the Lord 
Jesus died, the veil of the temple 
was torn in two from the top to 
the bottom. When Jesus wept over 
Jerusalem, He said, “Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate” 
(Luke 13:35). And the Shekinah 
glory departed and they went for 
a time with those ceremonies until 
the temple and the city were de- 
stroyed in A. D. 70 when Titus 
took Jerusalem. But God wasn't 
there. 


you have got to worship God in 


Jerusalem. We can worship God 
just as well out here in Mount 
Gerizim.”’ But Jesus said, ‘““Woman, 
it is true, ‘for salvation is of 
Lihe, Jews..But the hour cometh, 
and now is, when the true wor- 


shippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth’” (John 
4:22, 23). 

There is worship now connected 


with a house. You may use a 
house, or the outdoors, or your 
bedroom, or your secret closet 
wherever you can pray, wherever 
you can preach, wherever you 
can sing—wherever you can win 
souls, wherever .you can have 
Christian fellowship and_ study 


the Word. But the New Testament 
wholly omits any mention of the 
importance of the church building. 
We ought to admit that it is 
only a convenience, only a meeting 
place or preaching house. We 
ought not to call it more than a 
meeting house. It is wrong to say 
“sanctuary,’ as if God lives in 
a house. He-does not. The Bible 
plainly says that now God does 
not dwell in a place of brick and 
stone and wood, but dwells in the 
heart, in the body of a Christian. 


“What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your 
own? For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, 
which are God’s” (I Cor. 6:19, 20). 
Thank God, then, we don’t have 
to have a church house in order 
to serve God. 


Sometimes we call the church 
house a temple. Now the term 
temple is often used of a labor 
temple; sometimes a school is 
called a temple of learning. The 
term temple has now been so 
widely used that it is beginning to 
have more general meaning. But 
in the Bible the word temple re- 
ferred to the house where God 
Himself dwelt in a Shekinah glory. 
But when Jesus died that was the 
end of God’s living in a house. 
Now there are no more temples. 
They are church buildings where 
we meet to worship, and to pray, 
and meet to preach and sing, but 
now there is no temple except the 
body of a Christian. 


Those who were saved in a 
| tobacco warehouse down in Win- 


I am saying that the Old Testa- 
ment temples, the Old Testament 
sanctuary, and God dwelling in a 
house on earth—that part is done 
away. 

The women at Sychar said, 
“Well now, you Jews think that 


ston-Salem, and in a public atidi- 
torium down in Miami, and in 
a theater building in Binghamton, 
New York, in open air revival 
campaigns in Dallas and Sherman, 
Texas, and in a livery barn down 
in Waxahachie, Texas, were just 
as truly converted, just as 
genuinely saved, as if they had 
been in a temple or building, 
whether it had stained-glass or 
not, whether it had carpeted 
aisles or not, whether it had a 
carved communion table or not. 
All that fixing is wholly outside 


the realm of New Testament 
churches and New ‘Testament 
services. It is all man-made. It 


is only a convenience. I don’t say 
it is wrong to have a church 
building, or stained-glass windows. 
But it is wrong to feel that you 
can reach God better in one place 
than in the other. 


In another church where I 
preached, over the pulpit on the 
back wall in gold letters were 


these words. “The Lord is in His 
holy temple, let all the earth keep 
Silence before Him.” The Lord is 
in His holy temple all right, but 
that temple is the human body, 
God does not live in the church 
house. God was no more in that 
church house than He was in the 
house everyone of those people 
lived in at home, To keep quiet, 


and not to greet people, not to 
shake hands, not to say, “Isn't God 
good?” not to say, “Praise the 
Lord,” wouldn’t please God any- 
more in a church house 
than back in your own 
home. No, that church house 


was not the temple of God. God 
was not in a church house in 
some special way. Now, when 
God’s ,people meet, God is there. 
But when one of God’s children 
prays, God is there, too. 

So then the matter of a sanctu- 


ary or a temple is wholly un- 
known in New Testament Chris- 
tianity. 


No Altars, Priests, Sacrifices 
in New Testament Churches 


Let’s see more than that. The 
altar. We sometimes say to the 
people, “Come to the altar.” Some 
churches give an offering and 
ushers bring it forward and put 
it on what they call an altar. 
We have no altars in New Testa- 
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after that time it would not 
be the one we were asking for 
and that we would not count 
our prayers answered. There 
was no evidence of any kind in 
the heavens that we should ex- 
pect a rain. The next day the 


sun beat down pitilessly on the 
barren land. In the morning 
service at 11:00 o’clock that 
weekday, we again prayed for 
rain, and begged God to send 
it by the night service so that 
all could know that God an- 
swered definite prayers. I an- 
nounced that if the rain did not 
come within twenty-four hours, 
it would not be an answer to 
our prayers. God put it in my 
heart to pray that definite pray- 
er, and I felt that He would 
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hear it. 

After noon my wife set about 
to wash some clothes and sent 
our. little girl, Grace, then five 
years old, to borrow a tub of 
a neighbor woman who had of- 
fered it. It was about 2:00 
o'clock; suddenly black clouds 
began to roll up swiftly from 
the southeast. In a few minutes 
there came a mighty wind. Mrs. 
Rice had to rescue the little 
girl and catch the wash tub, 
rolling across the prairie! The 
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tabernacle where we had been 
meeting was blown off the 
blocks that supported it. Down 
town in the stores the scoffers 
and the wicked had been say- 
ing, “Praying for rain may be 
all right in East Texas, but it 
won’t work in West Texas. That 
fool young preacher will see; 
there will not be a rain by to- 
night.” Suddenly the plate glass 
windows of a store were blown 
in and there came a flood of 
rain. The scoffers were scat- 
tered. Then there was a great 
downpour over the town and 
for about five miles in each di- 
rection. What a rain it was! 

We had services that night 
in the Methodist church. People 
came, filled the seats, sat in 
the windows, all the building 
would hold. But they did not 
come in their @ars; the roads 
were deep in mud; and they 
came in farm wagons and bug- 
gies and on horseback and wad- 
ing with rubber boots. God sent 
the rain. And we had a right 
to be definite and bold about it 
because the Holy Spirit had put 
it in our hearts. 


Nor was that the only time 
God sent rain in answer to prayer. 
Once at Decatur, Texas, the area 
had been in the throes of a blight- 
ing drought for some time+-—so 
much so that the lake from which 
the city got its water supply was 
nearly dry and local authorities 
had cut off all the water except 
for two hours a day. Many Chris- 
tians knelt at the altar in fer- 
vent prayer, after confession of 
sin, and the evangelist led the 
earnest supplications to God for 
rain, God answered with a down- 
pour lasting three days and three 
nights; the lake ran over, and they 
eventually called another prayer 
meeting to ask God to stop the 
rain so they 
revival campaign. 

Not only did Rice see it start 
to rain in answer to prayer, but 
also stop. Once in open-air services 
at Dallas in 1932. without even 
a tent over them for protection, 
it started to rain. They prayed 
to God and He stopped the rain 
although just two blocks away 
the water continued to fall. The 
same thing happened during serv- 
ices in Waterloo, Iowa, and in too 
many other places for it to have 
been an accident. 

In a tent revival at Oklahoma 


City he had preached for two 
weeks without any unusual re- 
sults. Large crowds had come 


and a few had been saved, but 
there was no big break for which 
they were praying. One night he 
preached on the revival Elijah had 
at Mount Carmel and in his mes- 
sage said: “We will put no human 
fire on this altar. If God does 
not come to move and bless, we 
will go home without it. I promise 
you now and I promise God, I 
will never give another invitation 
in this campaign unless God be- 
gins to work without an invita- 
tion. I have pled and tried to get 
people to move, but I am not go- 
ing to do it any more. God is go- 
ing to move or the thing will go 
down in defeat.” At the close of 
the sermon he said, “The thing 
is done. If anybody wants to be 
saved, you can be. We are not 
going to stand and sing. If any- 
body wants to be saved, you can 
stand to your feet.” 

Immediately a man rose and 
said, “Brother Rice, I am in tor- 
ment. I must have this thing set- 
tled.”” The evangelist invited him 
forward and soon he had trusted 
Christ. 


Then a woman stood and held 
two fingers high. He did not know 
what she meant until she showed 
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and said, ““T'wenty-two years, Will 
the Lord save a woman like me?” 
In a little bit she -had the mat- 
‘ter settled also. 

Then another girl stood and 
came down the aisle weeping, still 
without any public invitation. All. 
the way forward, weeping, her 
face covered with her hands, she 
was saying, 
say? She had such ambitions for 
me; what will Mother think? Oh, 
Lord, what does it matter what 
she thinks! What will Dad think? 
He has been holding me back; but 
what does it matter what he 
thinks? All my friends with whom. 
I have been going out—what will 
they think? What does it matter 
what they think, just so my soul 
is saved!”’ By that time the crowd 
was deeply moved, the invitation 
was made public and many got 
right with God. The pastor of 
the church, when I conducted re- 
vival services for him years later, 
told me they had by far the great- 
est revival the church ever ex- 
perienced during that meeting. 

In dealing with John Rice’s 
early experiences, perhaps I should 
give a little more detail about his 
radio ministry. In 1926, when he 
gave up his pastorate in Shamrock 
and entered the evangelistic field 
full time, the radio was compara- 
tively new. Dr. J. Frank Norris 
and the First Baptist Church had 
obtained a radio license and built 
station KFQB in Fort Worth. 
Evangelist Rice was asked to 
speak on that station several times 
and his heart was thrilled at the 
response he received. Soon he was 
invited to begin regular daily serv- 
ices over KFQB. In *those days 
most people had little crystal sets 
and instead of a speaker box such 
as we are accustomed to, they lis- 
tened through earphones. Usually 
there were two sets of earphones 
and a whole family would gather 
around and each person would use 
one side of each earphone. In that 
way four people could hear at the 
same time. He preached the Gos- 
pel which the common people have 
always heard gladly and mail 
came in from over most of Texas 
and Oklahoma. 

He learned very quickly that 
the well is apt to run dry in daily 
radio broadcasting! First he 
preached the sermons that he had 
already preached in revival cam- 
paigns. He preached a sermon on 
the Christian home, a sermon on 
the Holy Spirit, a sermon on soul 
wirining, and various sermons on 
other themes. But in preaching 
a half-hour every day, week in 
and week out, he discovered that 
it was necessary to do more study- 
ing. So he went back and preached 
a series of sermons on the Chris- 
tian home, then a series on the 
Holy Spirit, then a series on soul 
winning, etc., and God put him 
on the spot to where he had to 
study his Bible more and more! 

Then he began to _ preach 
through the Gospel of John. At 
first all he did was to find some 
text in the first chapter, preach on 
it, then find a text in the second 
chapter, and so on through the 
book. But by the time he had 
preached through John, he had 
begun to get the idea of exposi- 
tory preaching and endeavored to 
preach on whole passages and in- 
cidents. When he finished with 
John, he preached through the 
book of Acts. 

Another thing about his radio 
broadcasting which drove him to 
the. Bible in diligent study was 
the public answering of Bible 
questions. Although he was just a 
young preacher, he had honest in- 
tentions and promised God he 
would never answer a question 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Nine 


‘Sin of Formalism 
(Coatinued from page 7) 


ment. churches. The altar where 
they put a sacrifice was in the 
Old Testament. That is ceremonial 
law. 

In Galatians we are plainly told 
that he who starts out to keep 
the law or he who is circumcised 
is under command to keep the 
whole law and the curse of the 
law. And so that is a mistake. 
It is not true to the Bible. 

I read the other day a book 
from a .professor at Fuller sem- 
inary. This Episcopal rector is head 
of a department of the seminary. 


SG—_u0O_™ 


BIBLE TRACTS 
by Paul Levin 


Write today for samples. 
Tracts are free as the Lord 
provides. Request especially 
“The New Birth” and “Life 
From Above” by Evangelist 
Paul J. Levin. 


BIBLE TRACTS 
Box 508-S Waterloo, Ia. 
5,000°"8!5"!** WANTED 
| WORKERS 


to sel] Bibles, Christian books, Scrip- 
ture mottoes, calendars, greeting cards, 
stationery, napkins and novelties. Hand- 
some profits. Send for free catalogue 


and “price list. 
Noble,..The Christian Co. 
Dept. 1. SW, ‘Pontiac Bidg., Chicago 5, Tl. 


For Our Time! 


To a person without faith in 
Christ, our Atomic Age offers 
neither comfort nor cheer. Sur- 
rounded by wars and rumors of 
war, atomic weapons, signs of 
moral decay, physical suffering, 
sickness, sorrow, famine, and 
death, the unsaved man holds little 
real hope for the future. And behind 
his false front of feigned happiness 
stalks the grim specter of fear. But 
for a Christian the darkest clouds 
are etched in gold. God’s promises 
remain strong and sure through the 
ages, giving confidence and assur- 
ance to His saints. 


God’s Cure for 


Anxious Care 


by Evangelist John R. Rice, is a 
beautiful, helpful little book telling 
us of these promises, and remind- 
ing us of God’s unfailing faithful- 
ness. This ideal volume was written 
with all the tenderness of a warm, 
passionate heart, and its 9 chap- 
ters have been widely used in in- 
spiring and encouraging Christians 
everywhere, Its 127 pages make 
it a handy volume for sick, be- 
reaved, or worried believers. And 
its sincere scriptural messages 
show unmistakably God’s wonder- 
ful cure for anxious care. 


About this volume, the late DR. 
HENRY HEPBURN said: 


“Pastors and Christian work- 
ers will find it a gold mine of 
precious thoughts. A blessed gift 
to be placed in the hands of the 


sorrowful and heavyladen. Dr. 


Rice is at his best in these mine 
the book 


messages. I read 
through before laying it down. 


Salvation is made plain. God’s 
loving kindness and tender mer- 
cy are revealed. The reader is 
led. into gg an tay by the 


still waters . 


9 CHAPTERS INCLUDE: 


God’s Cure for Anxious Care 
Never Alone; Never Forsaken 
Water for the Thirsty 

“Power to the Faint” 

A Widow, A Pot of Oil, and God 
“I Thirst” 

Affectionate Christians 

“Sir, We Would See Jesus” 


Perfect for gift use, it is bound 
in gray and pink cloth, and has a 
pictured magenta cover. In addi- 
tion, it has printed end sheets with 
a presentation blank inside the 


front cover. 9 chapters, 127 pages, 


it sells now for just ___. $2.00 


"Wider ch cheep sae cee. 
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In the book he talked about the 
work of the local church, and 
spoke of the preacher as a priest. 
A preacher is not a priest any 
more than a layman is a priest. 
Every Christian can pray for sin- 
ners, but not in the sense of Old 
Testament priesthood, not in the 
sense of a modern false religion. 
We were supposed to get away 
from that when Christ came. And 


then in the Reformation we were 
supposed to get away from that. 


I am not a priest. I am a 
preacher. I am called of God to 
preach, but Jesus Christ is the 
High Priest and all of us can 


“I Will Love Thee, O Lord, My Strength” 


pray and help Him pray for sin- 
ners. I cannot forgive sins. I am 
not an intermediary between a 
sinner and God. Jesus is the one 
mediator between God and man, 
the man Christ Jesus. I am not 
a priest. 


I am saying, the formalism, the 
ceremonial forms cf the Old 
Testament, storehouse tithing, etc., 
are part of this sinful formalism. 


Any Prayer, Giving, Fasting, 
or Service to God “to Be Seen 
of Men” Is Forbidden 


Now turn to Matthew, chapter 
6, and I call your attention to 
an oft recurring statement in that 
chapter. .. 

“Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to be 
seen of them: otherwise ye 
have no reward of your Father 
which is in Heaven. Therefore 
when thou doest thine alms, do 
not sound a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may have 
glory of men. Verily | say unto 
you, they have their reward. 
But when thou doest alms, let 
not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doeth: that thine 
alms may be in secret: and thy 
Father which seeth in secret 
shall reward thee openly. And 
when thou prayest, thou shalt 
not be as the hypocrites are: 
for they love to pray stand- 
ing in the synagogues and in 
the corners of the streets, that 
they may be seen of men. 
Verily, | say unto you, they 
have their reward. But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into 
thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and 
thy Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee open- 
ly. But when ye pray, use 
not vain repetitions, as the 
heathen do: for they think that 
they shall be heard for their 
much speaking . . . Moreover 
when ye fast, be not as the 
hypocrites, of a sad counten- 
ance: for they disfigure their 
faces, that they may appear 
unto men to fast. Verily | say 
unto you, they have their re- 
ward. But thou, when thou 
fastest, anoint thine head, and 


unto thy Father which is in 
secret: and thy Father, which 
seeth in secret, shall reward 


you do alms, 
“to be seen of men,” 
ae Nee 
of men.” In verse 5, when 


crites, 


of men.” In verse 7, “When 


the heathen do.” 


16, when you fast, He said, 
not as the hypocrites... 


thy Father which is in secret.” 


i a a a i ie ae 


wash thy face; That thou ap- 
pear not unto men to fast, but 


thee openly” (Matt. 6:1-7, 16- 


Now here is an oft recurring 
Scripture. Notice in verse 1, when 
do not do them 
In verse 
that they may have glory 
you 
pray, do not pray like the hypo- 
“that they may be seen 
ye 
pray, use not vain reptitions, as 
Then in verse 
“be 
. for they 
disfigure their faces, that they 
may appear unto men to fast.” 
And verse 18, “That thou appear 
not unto men to fast, but unto 


Twice in Matthew, chapter 23, 
the same kindof a thing is said: 


HELP!! Help get the VOICE OF REVIVAL 
with Dr. John R. Rice on your local 
station. Write to: VOICE OF REVIVAL— 
Box 420—Wheaton, Illinois. 


men, or to be seen of men. In 
Matthew 23:5, “But all - their 
works they do |these Pharisees | 
for to be seen of men: they make 
broad their phylacteries, and en- 
large the borders of their gar- 
ments.” 


And then in verse 28, “Even so 
ye also outwardly appear righteous 
unto men.” 

Now the Bible says that when 
you go to pray, or when you fast, 
or when you give alms—whatever 
you do, do not do it to be seen 
of men. Do not do it to impress 
men. Rather, when you serve God, 
do it as between you and God, 
and not to impress men. Then He 
said in effect, “Do not be a hypo- 
crite about your giving by doing 
it to please men or to gain a 
reputation. Do not be a hypo- 
crite about your praying, by pray- 
ing to please men. Do not be a 
hypocrite about your fasting, that 
you appear to men to fast.” 


Even Bible Ceremonies Can 

Become Routine, Formal, Out- 

word, Without Sincerity 
or Blessing 


Now I like to say even the 
true ceremonies in the Bible that 
God Himself commanded are hate- 
ful when they become only a 
routine and when the heart is 
not in them. 


Turn to Isaiah, chapter 1, where 
the Lord says, “Hear the word of 
the Lord .. . To what purpose is 
the multitude of your sacrifices 
unto me? saith the Lord: I am 
full of the burnt-offerings of rams, 
and the fat of fed beasts: and I 
delight not in the blood of bul- 
locks, or of lambs, of he goats. 
When ye come to appear before 
me, who hath required this at 
your hand, to tread my courts? 
Bring no more vain oblations;: 
incense is an abomination unto 
me; the new moons and sabbaths, 
the calling of assemblies, I can- 
not away with; it is iniquity, even 


the solemn meeting” (vss. 10-13). 
God goes on to say that, ‘I 
told .you about the lambs for 


sacrifice, I told you about keeping 
the sabbath days as a sign be- 
tween Israel and God.’ But He 
said, ‘You have made it a curse 
to Me and I hate it; I don’t want 
them.’ That is why later God had 
Jerusalem destroyed and Israel 
carried into captivity. And when 
Nebuchadnezzar carried away the 
golden vessels from the temple, 
God didn’t care.-God isn’t mar- 
ried to a house when the true 
worship has left it and it has only 
become a form and a ceremony. 
Jesus said to the priests at Jeru- 
salem and to Jerusalem when He 
wept over it, “Your house is left 
unto you desolate” (Luke 13:35). 
And soon thereafter in A. D. 70 
Jerusalem was destroyed and the 
temple also. 

I am saying~then even true 
ceremonies may become a curse 
by routine. For example, the chil- 
dren of Israel were taught to look 
to that brazen serpent on the pole 
in the days of Moses in Numbers. 
Later on, that became a curse be- 
cause the people worshipped it, 
and then Gideon had it destroyed. 

We have the Lord’s Supper. 
Multitudes of people now have a 
little ceremony with which they 
confirm people. They catechize 
them, teach them certain ques- 
tions, and answers, and then they 
take a vow which is quoted to 
them and they learn it and say 
it, and then they are counted as 
Christians, and then they are 


other rites of the church. 


Christian. She said, “Yes.” 


again, 


through that plain 


admitted to God that she was a| 
sinner, and asked God to forgive 
her and to save her. Then she 
said, “I feel so much better now.” 
She went to try to fix her home 
after she had now received Christ. 
But she was already a member 
of the church and she had al- 
ready been received and counted 
a Christian though she had never 


we 
Ten thousand watts of power gives 
WBSC in Bennettsville, S. C, good 
coverage in the Carolinas. Hear Dr. 
Rice at 7:30 PM. Saturdays at 1550 
on the dial, 


You know, it is a sad thing 


about prayer. I have written a 


been converted. 

I am saying that the form and 
ceremonies even which God com- 
manded, do not please God unless 
there is a real meaning in them. 
Now here is a great teaching of 
three of four things in which 


book on prayer, Prayer—Asking 
and Recewing. God has blessed it. 
It has been a religious best seller; 
175,000 copies in English and 
other thousands in Spanish, in 
French, in Danish, in Norwegian, 
and now in the Ukrainian lan- 


sprinkled and so they are counted 
baptized. Thus baptism becomes 
a form which is often meaningless. 
And so with confirmation; so with 
the Lord’s Supper; so with the 


Yesterday a woman came to me 
with family trouble. She was in 
deep distress about her husband, 
and I asked her if she were a 
My 
son-in-law asked her when she 
was saved and she said when 
she was married. She had gone 
to a pastor’s study and there the 
pastor, I suppose, had received 
her invo the church and sprinkled 
her. But when she was asked 
if someone took the Bible and 
showed her how to trust Christ 
and make sure she had been born 
she had not. We went 
scriptural 


churches go wrong and Christians 
go wrong. Don’t be a hypocrite 
about your giving, the Lord said. 
And don’t be a hypocrite about 
your praying. And don’t be a hypo- 
crite about fasting. “Take heed 
that ye do not your alms before 
men, to be seen of them: other- 
wise ye have no reward of your 
Father which is in heaven.” 

Don't be as those people who 
have a trumpet played in front 
of them, that they may have the 
glory of men. I am sorry to say 
many people do give to please 
the crowd. They have a reputation 
to maintain. It is recorded and if 
they are not signed up to give 
so much into church, it is counted 


that they are not very good 
Christians. 
Some pastors feel that their 


churches should give lots of money 
to foreign missions, but if it goes 
through the denominational head- 
quarters and they don’t get credit 
that way, they are not counted 
as very good Baptists or Metho- 
dists, etc. Oh, to be seen of men. 
I think that some times honest, 
good people give to be a stimulus, 
a challenge to others to give, too. 


Sometimes it is. But what a tend- 
ency we have to raake our givings 
public and to get honor before 
men. Oh, when you give, do it 
out of love for Christ. So much 
of our giving ought to be secret 
giving and “let not thy left hand 


know what thy right hand doeth,” 
the Scripture says. Don’t be a 
hypocrite about your giving. 


Routine Saying of Prayers, 
“Vain Repetition” 
Is a Sin 
Then the Scripture says when 
you pray, don’t be like a hypocrite. 


He _ said, “And when thou 
prayest, thou’ shalt not. be 
as the hypocrites’ are: for 


they love to pray standing in the 
Synogagues and in the corners of 
the streets, that they may be seen 
of men ... They have their re- 
ward.” That is, men saw them 
and they are the only ones paying 
any attention to them. God won't 
hear them. Why? Because they 


guage. Prayer so often becomes 
routine. The preacher’s so-called 
morning prayer at church is often 
just a little sermonette. It doesn’t 
ask anything of God, so it is not 
real prayer. It doesn’t expect any- 
thing of God, It is another little 
sermonette. 


And why the organ or the piano 
playing during prayers? People 
say, “It creates an atmosphere 
of reverence.” But it is done to 
work on the emotions and the 
sensual aesthetic senses of the 
people. They expect to influence 
people. Does anybody really be- 
lieve that God would hear a pray- 
er better because you had an 
organ playing? When you pray, 
do you think that God-listens bet- 
ter when a piano is playing? No. 
That is intended for people, not 
for God. That is hypocrisy. 

Oh, the abomination! If I come 
to preach in your church, I don’t 
want anybody, when I start to 


pray, to play an organ or play 
a piano or stomp their feet or 
have a band play. I want you to 
stop and pray, too. This business 
of having music during prayer is 
an abomination; it is hypocrisy. 
It is an appeal to the senses, to 
the aesthetic taste of people. Now 
I am musical. I love to sing. I 
write music. Perhaps, it is more 
of a temptation to me to sing 
than others, but it is a temptation 
to anybody and it is wrong. Chris- 
tians have no business pretending 
to pray when really you are seck- 
ing the attention of people. 

You say, “It helps toward rev- 
erence.”” No more than a sunset, 
No more than a musical symphony. 


No more than flowers on a hillside. 
No more than the breezes and the 
leaves rustling and a stream near~ 
by when you go fishing on Sunday. 


It is purely’ sensual, _§fleshly, 
aesthetic and without any refer- 
ence to people being born again 
and so it is an abomination to 
God. 

Beware of the sin of formalism! 
— = = ee ee SE ER ES SE EE REE SR EE ES -2 


Get a spiritual lift. Tune in the VOICE 
OF REVIVAL with Dr. John R. Rice each 
week. 


prayed to be seen of men. 
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SOUL WINNING 
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HOW SHALL eoat ow 
WE ESCAPE? 


SOUL WINNING GOSPEL 
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painting with a fascinating sermon outline comes 
y 4 feet avy book paper in striking black 
n be easily mounted and used on easel. Headabdle 
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Now only $3.75 with a complete sermon oute 
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“Many intelligent men and 
women are held back in their jobs 
and social lives because they use 
poor English or can't speak and 
write effectively,” says Don Bo- 
lander, director of English at 
Career Institute, Chicago. 

“Adults who realize that their 
English is holding them back use 
our new home method to stop 
making embarrassing mistakes in 
English, to improve their writing, 
to increase their vocabularies, to 
speed up their reading, to acquire 
the techniques of fluent conver- 
sation. But the use of effective 
English pays off in unexpected 
ways,” says Bolander, “because 
language is a tool of thought as 


Don’t do things to appear unto 


teaching and with many tears she 


well as a tool of expression. 


Is Your English 
Holding You Back? 


“You use words with which te 
think. The more you learn about 
words and how to arrange them te 
express your ideas, the better your 
thinking becomes. The improves 
ment of your English—including 
your thinking—can lead to amaze 
ing personal achievements.” 

For those interested, Bolander 
has made available a free 32- 
page booklet that tells how yow 
can gain the ability to speak and 
write like a college graduate, in 
your own home. Just put your 
name and ‘address on a card Of 
letter and send to Don Bolander 
Dept. W-12, 30 East Adams, Chi- 
cago 3, Illinois. The booklet will 
be- mailed:_promptly with no cbe 
ligation, of course. 
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God 


(Continued from page 8) 


carelessly, that he would never 
answer if he couldn't prove his 
answer from the Bible. He said 
to me recently when talking about 
it, “My, how I had to dig! I ac- 
tually worked so hard at it and 
it was so well received and ap- 
preciated by my listeners that my 
answer to Bible questions became 
a principal feature of the broad- 
cast. I had a beginning of heavy 
mail, answering questions, which 
has continued to this day. Now 
not a day. goes by but there are 
questions about the Bible or about 
Christian conduct, duties and doc- 
trines for me to answer. Multi- 


plied thousands of Christians have 


tor in this manner.” 


He continued the daily radio 
ministry over KFQB until the sta- 
tion burned down in 1929, then 
he bought time on Fort Worth’s 
large WBAP, where he paid $25 
a day just for radio time alone, 
and continued his daily half-hour 
broadcast. After he moved to Dal- 
las he began regular half-hour 
‘broadcasts over station WRR and 
for the main part of the seven and 
one-half years in that city, he 
conducted a daily broadcast. Dur- 
ing’ most of the remainder of 
the time he maintained a Sunday 
morning broadcast. Even now he 
has a broadcast on two radio sta- 
tions and through the years he 
has had radio broadcasts in his 
revival campaigns. (Since writing 


the above, Dr. Rice has inaugurat- 


come to feel that I am their pas-" 


ed the “Voice of Revival” broad-' 
cast which is ‘heard over nearly’ 
a score of the nation’s most pow- 
erful radio outlets.) 

One incident which took place 
while broadeasting over WBAP 
shows how he walked by faith in 
those days. In his book, Prayer— 
Asking and Receiwing, he says: 


For example, for six months 
in 1931-32 I had a daily broad- 
cast on WBAP at Fort Worth. 
The broadeast fee alone was $25 
a day. Two secretaries were 
needed to keep “up with the 


work, besides the expense of my | 


family and thousands of pieces 
of literature given away. Day 
by day we went to God in pray- 
er and God sent the money. I 
had no church to help on the 
expenses. I did not take public 
collections for the broadcast. 
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Searching the Scriptures 


by Elizabeth Handford 
Genesis 22 


Abraham Offers Up Isaac 


God had a very special reason for sending Abraham and Isaac three 
days’ journey down to the land of Moriah. For it was there Isaac would 
become a picture of the Lord Jesus. He was an only begotten son 
(Heb. 11:17; John 3:16). He veluntarily laid down his life (John 
10:18). In a sense, according to Hebrews 11:19, he was raised from 
the dead. There, too, the ram caught in the thicket, and sacrificed in 
place of Isaac, pictures the way Christ, sinless and perfect, became 
our substitute and died where we should have died (II Cor. 5:21). 

Why did God send Abraham so far away? Because Mount Moriah 
would be the place where one day David would buy the land 
on which to build the temple (II Chron, 3:1), and where, on another 
of its peaks, the Lord Jesus would die for the sins of the world. It was 
a consecrated, holy place, chosen nearly 2,000 years before Jesus came. 


CLUES ACROSS 


1. ‘‘Here am L yn” : 

2. ‘‘because thou hast done this thing, 
and hast not withheld thy 

5 ‘‘for now I know thou fearest ----. 

8. ‘I say unto you, Before Abraham 
was, ’ John 8 

10. ‘‘Therefore is the name of it called 
ischial " Gen. 

11. ‘‘he shall be for a glorious throne to 
his father’s ~..--~- "" Isa. 22 

13. ‘‘thou shalt not be to him as an 


15. a_beam of light 
16. ‘‘We have an high priest, 
who is set on the right hand of the 


throne’ Heb. 8 
20. King of Hamath (II Sam. 8:9) 
21. Son of Elmodam (Luke 3:28) 
. Son of Pashur (Ezra 10:22) 
. Female deer 
. City of Naphtali (Josh. 19:33) 
29. ‘‘That in blessing I .... bless thee’’ 
32. ‘“‘“My son, God will ~----- himself a 
lamb’’ 
34. ‘‘He that believeth —--~--~- me, as the 
Scripture hath said’’ 
85. A fermented liquor which the Bible 
warns against (Prov. 20:1) 
37. to interfere 
38. ‘‘he saith unto them, Why make ye 
NE '' Mark 5 
40. ‘‘and above all things have ---~--- 
charity’’ I Pet. 4 
43. ‘‘he appeared to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of ~~. "". Heb, 9 
46. ‘‘As he saith also in ------, I will 
call them my people’’ Rom. 9 


47. ‘‘thou hast not withheld thy son, 

thine only son from ot 

49. ‘‘Abraham, Abraham: and he said, 
Here a 


shall plant, and shall 
1 


51. ‘‘God will provide himself a 
for a burnt offering’”’ 


CLUES DOWN 


1. ‘“‘Then Solomon began to build the 
house of the Lord at Jerusalem in 
Moriah’’ II Chron. 3 


2. ‘‘thou shalt not call her name Sarai, 
ears (h) shall be her name’ 
(Gen, 17:15) aap 

3. *‘because thou hast --.-~-- my voice 

4. father of Kish (I Chron. 8:33) 

a PR eee that the salvation of Israel 
were come out of Zion’ Ps. 14 

7. ‘‘Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither thou any thing unto 


him’ 
8. “I will multiply thy seed 


PP pt Wa the 
stars 
9. ‘So Abraham returned unto his 
young -..-..- e 
10. ‘“‘she did it for my ------ "* Matt. 26 


12. *‘In this was manifested the love of 


God toward —..--~-~- John 4 

Ee, Sa. aucauiak time Christ died for the 
ungodly’’ Rom. 5 

ie A 0 eR the wood for the burnt 
offering’’ 

18. ‘‘children of Lod, ~-.-~-.-- and Ono’ 
Ezra 

19. ‘‘when she saw Isaac. she lighted 
| 6 gai "* Gen, 24 

22. ‘Then the soldiers cut off the 


lai li (s) of the boat’’ Acts 27 

24. ‘‘And Abraham rose up early in the 
morning and -.---- his ass’’ 

25. Initials of wife and son of Abraham 

27. same as 21 across 

29. ‘I and the lad will go yonder and 

30. ‘“‘behind him a ram caught 
thicket’’ 

31. ‘‘Lay not thine hand upon the —.~_”’ 

33. initials of country and prince who 
was slain (Judg. 7:25) 

36. “thine only son Isaac, whom thou 

38. “Christ has suffered for us in the 
| ee yourselves likewise with 
the same mind’’ I Pet. 4 

39. ‘“‘that he may ----.-.- offer both gifts 
and sacrifices for sins’’ Heb. 5 

41. ‘‘and Abraham went and took the 


42. ‘‘because ye build the —.-.-. (singu- 
lar)’’ Matt. 23 

44. ‘‘and hast not withheld thy ~~~ * 

45. Man’s name 

48. Hebrew name for God (Cf. Gen 


35:7: 28:19) 
49. ‘‘and he said, Behold, here I ~~ sy 
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Puzzle Number 3 
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Way to Heaven 
Made Piain From 
the Word of Cod! 


tit 


Everyone wants to go to Heav- 
en! Yet how. pitifully few people 
have any idea as to what the Bible 
really teaches about the Way to 
Heaven! This valuable twenty-four 
page booklet from the pen of our 
Contributing Editor makes that 
one Way to Heaven as plain as day 
from the Word of God. 

Using about a hundred different 
passages from the _ Scriptures, 
Evangelist Sumner emphasizes the 
following truthS: (1) SIN, the 
Bar to Heaven!; (2) CHRIST, the 
Way to Heaven!; and, (3) FAITH, 
the Key to Heaven! 

You will find that this attractive, 
colorful booklet is ideal to place 
into the hands of that friend or 
loved one you have been trying to 
win to Christ. Get it! 


THE RULES 


1. Fill in blanks according to 
clues given. Answers must be com- 
plete and correct. 


2. PRINT name and address in 
blank below puzzle. This coupon 
serves as your address label for 
envelope containing your prize. If 
you print your answers on a sepa- 
rate sheet in order to not cut your 
SWORD, put them in the same form 
as the puzzle rather than in col- 
umns. Entries will not be returned. 


3. If paper arrives after deadline, 
place date of arrival on puzzle en- 
try. Answer to Puzzle Number 3 
will appear in February 10 issue. 


4. Each person having a correct 
entry will receive a coupon along 
with the weekly prize. Save these 
coupons! They are important! We 
are planning some special Bible 
prizes for those who have a re- 
quired number of coupons during 
1961 (which will be announced 
soon). : 

Remember, your coupons are the 
only record of your correct enties. 
{t will be your responsibility to 
keep the coupons. Duplicate cou- 
90ns will not count as two sepa- 
rate coupons. ALWAYS INCLUDE 
YOUR COMPLETE ADDRESS 
ON PUZZLE, NOTE, OR OTHER 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


WRITE to VOICE OF REVIVAL—Box 420 
—Wheaton, Illinois, for information 
about time and station where YOU can 
hear Dr. John R. Rice. 


7) ee 


And on the radio by agreement 
with the station I was never 
to make any special appeal for 
funds. I could only say, “This 
broadcast is maintained by the 
free-will offerings of God’s peo- 
ple.” Yet every week there was 
money in hand to pay the broad- 
cast fee, to pay the workers, and 
for the necessities of life. And 
the way it came was by daily, 
believing prayer. 


One day, as was our custom, 
Mrs. Rice, one of the secretaries, 
and 1.agreed to pray for $30 to 
come” that day. We expressly 
named $30 in our prayer and 
agreed in asking God for it. The 
morning mail came about 9 
o'clock and contained, among 
many letters, offerings totaling 
$13.50 for the radio broadcast. 
The noon mail eame with let- 
ters asking Bible questions, tell- 
ing of blessings received through 
the broadcast, but with no mon- 
ey. The afternoon mail came 
about 3 o’clock with other let- 
ters but with no money. I had 
some way expected, though we 
had not specified, that the $30 
would come in the mail that 
day. Most of the money for our 
needs came by mail, nearly all 
of it. 

However, I went into a study 
and began-to dictate a Bible 
lesson. Later a secretary came 
to the door and said, “Brother 
Rice, Mrs. wants to 
see you.” I invited her to bring 
the lady in, and she came to 
thank me for the blessings re- 
ceived from the radio broadcast. 

As she talked a bit about 
the blessings she had received 
through my Bible teaching, she 
opened her purse and handed 
me a $1 bill. She said, “I will 
never forget how my heart was 
thrilled the first time I ever 
heard you at an Epworth 
League meeting explaining the 
Scriptures. And now to think 
of the joy I have in hearing 
you on the radio every day!” 
Tears came in her eyes and she 
said to me, “Give me that dollar 
back!” And she handed me a 
$5 bill instead. 


“My neighbor has been listen- 
ing to you, a Catholic woman,” 
she said. “She had seemed so 
hard to reach and so far off 
from God, but now I am be- 
ginning to believe that she may 
get saved. It is wonderful what 
the broadcast is doing for peo- 
ple who hear it.”” Then suddenly 
she said, “Here, give me the $5 
bill, and I will give you $10 in- 
stead!” So she gave me a $10 
bill instead of the $5, and con- 
tinued speaking about the bless- 
ings they had received. As she 
told how her husband had been 
blessed by the broadcast, she 
said, “I believe. Frank would 
want me-to give you everything 
I have in my purse except just 
earfare to get home!” With 
tears in her eyes and with trem- 
bling lips she handed me back 
the $5 and the $1, and then in 
her eoin purse she found coins 
totaling 50c and handed them 
to me. 

With happy steps she left the 
office and went away, and I 
turned again to the Bible study 
lesson I was dictating to a 
stenographer. But in the back 
of my mind things began to 
add up—$13.50 plus $10 plus $5 
Plus $1 plus 50c—exactly $30. 
My heart ran over with joy. 
Thirty dollars that day was bet- 
ter than $50, because it was 
exactly what we asked for! 

Solemnly, earnestly, in the 
fear of God I say unto you that 
again and again, many, many 
times, God has that definitely 
and that specifically answered 
my prayers for material matters 
and even for money. I know that 
God answers prayer. He has an- 
swered my prayers. 


Answer to Puzzle No. 53 
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It was in connection with his. 
radio miristry, this time at Dallas, 


that another incident took place 


which shows the character of the 
man. As my readers undoubtedly 
know, he has very strong Bible 
convictions concerning the hus- 
band’s authority over the wife, 
believing she should submit her 
will to his “im everything’ (Eph, 
2:24). One morning’s mail brought 
a letter from a lady in Oklahoma 
with a six-dollar money order en- 
closed to be applied on the radio 
expenses. But the letter said, 
“Please do not acknowledge this 
gift over the radio or by letter, 
I will be sure that you have re- 
ceived it anyway. If you should 
write a letter or announce it over 
the radio my husband might learn 
of my gift. He told me never to 
send any money to radio preath.. 
ers. I took this money from that 
which he gave me for household 
expenses and I want the Lord to 
have it for the radio. broadcast 
which has blessed so many peo- 
ple.” 

Instead of following the dear 
woman's instructions, he wrote 
her by return mail, enclosing the 
money order and explaining why 
he could not accept her gift. She 
wrote back to say, “I gave $50 
this way on our new church build- 
ing, taking the money out a little 
at a time from that which my 
husband gave me for the expenses 
of the household. Other preachers 
have taken money given in this 
way without protest.” 


* 

But he replied again that he 
could not join her in rebellion to 
her husband when the Bible so 
clearly called-it sin. I have often 
wondered how many other radio 
preachers would have done like- 
wise, although some undoubtedly 
would. Knowing Dr. Rice as inti- 
mately as I do, I can assure my 
readers he would have done the 
same whether the amount was $6 
or $6,000 because of the Bible 
principle involved. 

Not all the lessons learned 
through his radio experiences, 
however, are as pleasant to his 
memory since they prove that he, 
too, is “a man subject to like pas- 
sions” (Jas. 5:17). For example, 
while in a big open-air revival at 
Dallas and carrying on his daily 
radio broadcast at the same time, 
he received a card from a man 
past eighty who was dying with 
cancer. The man begged, “I won't 
be here long and I’m afraid to die. 
Would you come and pray with 
me?” 

Rice’s burdens at that time were 
very heavy with preaching in the 
revival, advertising the campaign, 
leading the singing, interviewing 
the spiritually distressed, answer- 
ing radio mail, etc. He was actual- 
ly doing the work of several av- 
erage men. Telling about it in one 
of ._his evangelistic sermons, he 


(Continued on page 11) 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 20c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
ount. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custom- 
ers who already have accounts. Copy is due 
three weeks in advance of publication date, 


SCOFIELD BIBLES 
Wholesale and retail. Gold stamping, thumb 
index. Write for literature. Fowlers’ Chris- 
tian Book Store, Hamburg, New York. 


SAVE MONEY 


Buy USED religious and theological books. 
Write for free catalog. Libraries purchased. 
Kregel’s Book Store, Dept. SL, Grand 
Rapids 6, Michigan. 
OLD BIBLES REBOUND 

A price, binding and style to meet every 
need. Workmanship guaranteed. Write for 
literature: Norris Bookbinding Company, 
Stone Avenue, Greenwood, Mississippi. 


EQUIPMENT WHOLESALE TO YOU! .- 
TAPE RECORDERS (including light, dura- 
ble Hi-Fi), tapes, amplifiers (church, -mo- 
bile), phonographs, Bible records, cameras, 
projectors, filmstrips, office equipment, 
mattresses, sewing machines, WHOLESALE 
to Christian workers, ‘“‘Sword’’ readers. 
ae & D. Distributors, Box 5116-M, Orlando, 
‘la. 


AGENTS WANTED 
Run a spare-time Greeting Card and Gift 
Shop at home, Show friends samples of 
our wonderful new 1961 All-Occasion Greet- 
ing Cards and Gifts. Take their orders and 


earn up to 100% profit. No experience 
necessary. Costs nothing to try. Write 
today for samples on. approval. Regal 


Greetings, Dept. 78, Ferndale, Michigan. 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


in Steel or Wood “= 
FOLDING TABLES , 


WRITE FOR CATALU( 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICE | 


\ JP REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 173, SCRANTON 2, PA. 


Friday, January 20, 1961 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


- Man Sent From 
God 


(Continued from page 10) 


said, “Two weeks went by and I 
did not go to see the dying man. 
Then I sent a young preacher to 
see him, and alas, he found that 
his loved ones were even then gone 
to the funeral. How I wish now 
that I had gone without my food 
and rest and made sure that dy- 
ing man had peace with God be- 
fore he died! I neglected my op- 
portunity. I can never have it 
again in that one case.” 
Another unpleasant experience, 
although not connected with his 
radio ministry, *took, place during 
those early days and ought to be 
mentioned in this chapter. Influ- 
enced by a host of friends whom 


such language and ceremonies 
and in such company. I asked 
God to forgive me and promised 
Him never to take up the work, 


although good. friends had vol-}, 


unteered to pay the cost of my 


first three degrees. (Later that } 


offer was made again.) 


His reaction to the lodge situa- 


tion has been typical of his entire 
life. It makes no differnece if fa- 
ther, friends, or the promise of 
prestige and influence are on one 
side, if his conviction is that Christ 
and the Bible are on the other 
side; without any hesitation, he 
takes his side with God. On the 
basis of Leviticus 5:4-6, he felt 
that God had forgiven him for 
taking the wicked oath of the 
Entered Apprentice in the Masonic 
fraternity and that it no longer 
remains binding since he confessed 
the sin and renounced the oath. 


Of all his early experiences— 


: 


many souls saved tonight” 
(holding up ten fingers). 

Brother Ross said, “Do you 
believe it?” 

I said, “Well, er ,. .. well, I 
want to believe it. (My, I was 
scared!) I will believe it if you 
will!” 

The dear man agreed. We 
shook hands right there, and he 
said, “There will be at least 
ten people saved in this church 
tonight.” 

The old preacher got up and 
said, “Listen here, you boys, you 
are young and you are making 
a mistake. There will not be ten 
people saved tonight and the 
people will believe that God 
doesn’t answer prayer.” 

I said, “But God does answer 
prayer, and we are going to see 
at least ten people saved to- 
night.” 


ple I had to walk on the backs 
of the benches to get to him. 

It was a little country place, 
and we were using kerosene 
lamps. One of the lamps flick- 
ered and went out. Then an- 
other back yonder flickered and 
went out. Finally, about eleven 
o'elock, the last one went out. 
Nobody had noticed that others 
had gone out until we were left 
in darkness. Somebody went 
across the road and got more 
kerosene and filled up one of 
the lamps and we continued the 
service and people were saved. 
If Ross or I would stick our 
heads out the door, all those on 
the outside would run for the 
bushes! After awhile the thing 
‘quieted down. 

Somebody said, “Let’s line 
them up and count them and 
show that God answered pray- 
er.” So around the entire front 


/ 


ber how many were in that line 
until I told this incident over 
the radio one time, and I got 
a letter from the first man who 
came out for Christ that night, 
Mr. Jernigan. He was indignant. 
This saved sinner said, “It is a 
funny thing you didn’t remem- 
ber how many were in that line 
that night. There were twenty- 
three grown people!” Oh, God 
proved that night that He is 
a God who can answer by fire! 
We do not have any business 
starting a revival campaign any- 
where unless we expect God to 
speak to hearts and make Him- 
self real. God answers prayer! 
God answers by fire! 


How very fortunate it has prov- 


en that John R, Rice learned well 
his lessons of faith early in his 
ministry and personally discovered 
that our great God delights in an- 


he trusted, he agreed in the sum- 
mer of 1921 to join the Masonic 
Lodge. Not a few preachers whom 
he loved and respected were mem- 
bers. Others told him that many 
Bible characters like Solomon, 
John the Baptist, the Apostle 
John, etc., were members of this 
ancient order. They assured him 
that it would’ help him in his 
ministry, especially in the matter 
of reaching men. What followed, 
however, is described in his book, 
Lodges Examined by the Bible. 
He wrote: 


of the building they stood, these 
new converts who found God 
that night. 

One, two, three, four, five, six, 
seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, 
twelve, and on—I didn’t remem- 


How tall 
Have You 


One man got his hat and 
started out the door and said, 
“If God saves ten people here 
tonight, I will never do another 
wrong thing as long as I live!” 

The people thought, “Well, we 
had better go home and feed 
the chickens and get the cows 
in a little early. You never can 
tell what will ‘happen. I want 
to see what will happen.” Ev- 
erybody hurried off home to do 
the chores and get back. 


I hadn’t had any breakfast, 


swering big prayers, beseeching 
His own to “open thy mouth wide, 
and I will fill it” (Ps. 81:10). 
That this man sent from God has 
had a “wide mouth” down through 
the years, no one can deny! 


whether in the pastorate, in re- 
vival, or in radio broadcasting— 
the one most thrilling, at least to 
me, took place shortly after his 
surrender to preach. Chronologic- 
ally it should have been included 
in the early part of this chapter, 
but because of its personal appeal 
I have saved it for the last. Per- 
haps it would be best if I give 
it to you in Dr. Rice’s own inimi- 
table style just as he told it, word 
for word, in a revival at the First 
Baptist Church of Maywood, Cali- 


Moody Monthly reports: “Do 
you want your faith revived, your 
courage strengthened, your vision 
clarified, your heart enlarged and 
kindled, and your prayer life lifted 
to a high spiritual plane? Then 
read this book!” Dr. Rice tells 
some remarkable answers to pray- 


But the lodge was a great 
disillusionment to me. A man 
whom I knew as a practical in- 
fidel, who laughed at the in- 
spiration of the Bible and 
mocked the idea of Christ being 
the divine Son of God, a ration- 
alist who despised the church- 
es, I found to be the most ac- 
tive and prominent member of 
the lodge! He stood at my fa- 
ther’s elbow as the work of the 
degree progressed, prompting 
him, This was a_ notoriously 
profane man whom I had heard 
take God’s name in vain, yet 
he was the lodge brother and 


fornia. Said Dr. Rice: 


I remember in one revival 
meeting, I went with Brother 
Ross. We went into Corinth 
community near Decatur, Texas, 
where there was no pastor and 
had not been one for a year. 
They had starved the previous 
one out.. There were only two 
deacons in this church and one 
would not come to the revival. 
Brother Ross did the preaching 
and I sang and did personal 
work. Brother Ross preached on 
Sunday and nothing happened. 
He preached on Monday morn- 
ing and Monday night, Tuesday 


and I had stayed there all day 
and had not had any dinner, and 
I tell you frankly, I was too 
scared to eat any supper. I went 
out to the ravine and _ said, 
“Lord, it is up to You. If You 
don't answer in this matter, I 
am ruined.” 

And my friends, nobody can 
have a revival unless God takes 
a hand in it. It is all foolishness 
trying to save people unless 
power from Heaven comes, So 
I said, “Lord, it is Your revival, 
not mine. I didn't save myself. 
I didn’t call myself to preach. 
I didn’t bring myself here. I 
didn’t start this business. Lord, 


er in his own life, gives Scripture 
after Scripture to show the mira- 


cle-working God 


still answers: 


prayer and how to pray in the will 
of 


328 pages, 21 chapters, blue cloth 


binding, $3. 


The Power ol 
Pentecost 


How difficult and distressing to 


face a new year without the power 
of God on your life, to help you 
to win souls! Let there be a holy 
resolve to find the power you need, 


: a and let this book point the way. 

bosom companion of my father,| ™orning and Tuesday night, help us tonight. : Chapter titles: The Lost Secret 
who before his lodge days had| Wednesday morning and I said to Brother Ross, “I am ~Power; The Usual Work of the 
been an active preacher of the Wednesday night, and = on going to do everything I know Holy Spirit; Jesus, Filled with the 


Gospel! Others who made no 
pretense to being children of 


through Friday, with not a soul 
saved. We did not plan to con- 


to do. I will talk to everybody 
who comes to this place. I will 


Holy Ghost; Misunderstood Pente- 
cost; Spirit-filled Means Empower- 


God were in the lodge room tinue more than ten days. I was do all’ I-can, then God must The Fullness’ ct th Holy Bei 
Without loving Christ or having Scouraged. AA we wept Gown ae and Ministry Gifts a OT yor 
trusted Him for salvation, they| | into a ravine Saturday morning He agreed. 


spoke familiarly of God and 
were on the same basis as earn- 
est Christians and preachers of 
the Gospel. 

When I was asked to repeat 
after my father words of the 
Apprentice’s oath, I began and 
then stopped. I had no idea that 
such an oath was a part of Ma- 
sonry, and I did not want to 
proceed. My father and others 


to pray, I said to Brother Ross, 
“This has gone far enough. The 
Lord did not call me for this 
kind of business. I want to see 
something happen or I want to 
go home.” Brother Ross thought 
so, too. So we agreed to call a 
day of fasting and prayer. We 
sdid, “Let’s try it once more.” 
We announced that on Sunday 
we would have a day of fasting 
and prayer. 


In a little while here came a 
buggy with a woman and a 
twelve-year-old boy. I talked to 
the boy and others. When we 
gathered we sang two or three 
songs, and the preacher 
preached, not very long, but red- 
hot with earnestness. And I re- 
member we sang as an invita- 
tion song, “Jesus Is Tenderly 
Calling Thee Home.” Sitting in 
the choir was an old, drinking, 


Back at the old home there’s 
a certain door frame marked 


New; Speaking With Tongues; The 


Power 


of Pentecost for Every 


Christian; How to Be Filled With 
the Holy Spirit; Prayer—a Condi- 
tion of Holy Spirit Fullness; Why 
Prevailing, Persistent Praying is 
Necessary for Holy Spirit Power; 
Do You Really Want to Be Spirit- 
Filled? How Great Soul Winners 
Were Filled; Claim Your Blessings! 


441 pages, carefully indexed, 


$3.50. 


told me that there was nothing r a ‘| with smudged penciled lines, THE HOME: 
in the oath nor in Masonry that To make a long story short, I =e Baoan a each carefully dated. There ° 
WOE Sa SRE 50-5200 OF WAY oe . —_ ba gg a ona His name was Jernigan. I each child on his birthday was 


conscience. I continued. But I 
was shocked, and the more I 


before Sunday School to prayer 


turned to him and said, “Aren't 
you tired of this life?” 


measured carefully to see how 
much he had grown during the 


Courtship, Marriage 


thought of it the more shocked meeting, stayed for Sunday He held on to the bench, and| year (| Chil 

: : ol ar. 
I was at the words I had spoken.| School and preaching, and then} 7 <ai4, “Why don’t you turn to ” Though the children are all Haren 
When I was presented with the| we said, “If anybody wants to, 


white apron and told that I was 
to be buried in it and that at 
my funeral Masons should have 
charge and Masomry exalted, 
my heart cried out that if I 
should die I wanted a simple 


you may stay here and pray.” 
Only five people stayed. One of 
them was the deacon. The oth- 
ers were an old preacher and his 
wife from another town, Broth- 
er Ross and I. We confessed our 


God tonight?” 
And he did come, out of the 
choir, to the preacher and the 
front seat. The whole crowd was 
moved. 
I remember 
Mrs. Walker. 


a little woman, 
She had been 


gone now, the faint smudges 
remind of the days of youth- 
ful, joyful growth. 

Suppose we, facing a new 
year, stand against an imagi- 
nary door frame, and measure 


Everybody knows it’s harder to 


be a good Christian at home than 


anywhere else! 


That is why we 


recommend this book for the new 
year. 


Dr. Rice, himself father of six, 


gives helps about everyday home 


ospel sermon and I wanted| _ Sins, read the Bible, prayed, and ies sl Bay . eniri problems, answers questions ac- 
whit 08 nny ied about the blood waited on God until three BI taht because her boy was | OUI =a growth of one cording to the Bible. Twenty-two 
6f Christ. I wanted@™an invita-| o'clock in the afternoon. Then following in the footsteps of|past year. Have we conquer chapters on courtship, principles of 


tion given! And so, I went away 
that night, grieved and shocked. 


others came in to hear an after- 
noon sermon. We prayed more, 


this drunkard Jernigan, About 
the time he came this woman 
jumped and shouted, “My boy! 


some of the sins we vowed we 
would conquer? Is the Word of 


successful marriage, man as God's 
deputy and head of the home, rela- 


a tionship of wife to husband, nor- 

The Holy Spirit within me} and I said, “Before we go we ” God sweet and precious, Ppar-| a1 sex life birth control, the 
ought to claim some promises My boy: I turned around and) taken of daily? Is there really | bless; ¢ child sori di 

seemed offended. I never went g saw her boy climbing over the essing of children, discipline, 


back to the lodge. After some 
months’ time, I came to the con- 
clusion that I had sinned in go- 
ing there and taking part in 


GOSPEL TENTS 


Tennessee Awning & 
Canvas Goods Since 1905 


All size tents for sale mad at the other deacon, and| He called for me. I got down}ual growth in the new. fresh enclose $.—-. (With each order of 

: h have starved out one] beside him and urged the lad to : . less than $3, please include 15 cents ad- 
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and say what we want to ex- 
pect tonight. What do you want 
tonight?”’ 

Few had anything to say. At 
last one said, “I would like to 
see one soul saved but I don’t 
know whether there will be or 
not.” 


I asked others, but no one ex- 
pected a thing. At last the dear 
preacher visiting from another 
community spoke. He said, “You 
young preachers ought to know 
that there is not going to be 
anybody saved. That deacon is 


to bless people like that.” 

Then I said to Brother Ross, 
“Let’s get out by ourselves and 
claim some promises and shake 


benches from the back seat of 
the choir, coming down to the 
front! 

And that man who got his hat 
that afternoon and said, “If God 
saves ten people tonight, I will 
never do another wrong thing 
as long as I live,’”” went outside 
the church after his grown sons. 
Every window was a frame of 
faces. He grabbed one of his 
boys by the wrist like a child 
and brought him into the build- 
ing and down to the front and 
said, “Get down on your knees!” 


saved. We got up. This father 
wiped his eyes and started el- 
bowing his way back to the 
door and outside. He had anoth- 


victory over a particular sin? 
Have some of our friends 
trusted Christ because of our 
testimony? Is the home life 
honoring to Christ? Are the 
ee obedient and thought- 
ul? 

Could you say you are satis- 
fied with your spiritual 
growth? Most of us must hon- 
estly confess there are many 
ways we failed God in 1960. 

Let us resolve, with God’s 
help, that there will be spirit- 


worthy, inspiring books by Dr. 
John R. Rice to help you. 


PRAYER: 


family worship, character building, 


cooperation with church, 


school, 


community; adultery, divorce, how 
to make Christ head of the home. 
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